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 The Ashland City Council met for a Special Called Meeting at 11:00 A.M. on 
October 26, 2015 in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with ALDOT presiding.  
The meeting was called in regards to the Industrial Park Entrance on Highway. 
Present at the meeting were Mayor Larry Fetner and all Council members: Zeola 
Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail Thompson, Becky Boddie and Brad Wolfe; City 
Clerk Administrator Chelsey Wynn, Chief of Police Joseph Stanford; Fire Chief 
Brett Thompson also representing East Central Alabama Gas District; Clay 
County Economic Development Council Chairman Terry Meek and member 
Irving Thompson representing East Central Gas, as well; Water Board Chairman 
Brent Wheeler and Superintendent Marty Brown; Maintenance Supervisor 
Jeremy Nash and other employees; Mike Timms, District Manager of the 
Alabama Highway Department out of Alexander City; Mike Mahaffey from the 
Highway Department’s Regional office in Birmingham, who did most of the 
speaker for that department, plus other members from the Highway Department, 
John Moon, Holly McClain, Randall Harold, Mike Corley, John Waddell, and John 
New, Assistant District Manager. Also present were Engineers Ryan and Stan 
Nelson of Nelson and Nelson Engineering.  
 
Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order. 
Mayor Fetner recapped what all had happened so far with the project including 
the original plans and also gave an update on where the project is now. Mayor 
Fetner, Ryan Nelson, and ALDOT met onsite and decided the temporary 
entrance across from Airport Road would be the best place for the entrance. The 
reason for the onsite meeting was to come up with the plans so that the Industrial 
Development Board can go ahead and build their building. For now, the 
emphasis is on getting an entrance prepared at the northernmost end of the 
industrial park.  
Ryan Nelson reviewed the three phase plan that is in the works for the project 
which includes acceleration and deceleration turning lanes in phase 2.  
Mr. Mahaffey with ALDOT emphasized that the onsite meeting was to clarify 
everything so that work on the project could begin. Also, during the meeting that 
ALDOT wanted to be sure the city had a full plan for the project that could remain 
effective with any additions in the future. This would mean having all drawings 
complete including the acceleration and deceleration lanes that will be carried out 
in the future when funding is available.  
Ryan Nelson advised he may have gotten an incorrect impression from the 
onsite meeting, and now after speaking with ALDOT again, he understands they 
need a full design. Ryan Nelson said that this plan is currently in the works.  



Ryan Nelson asked about the status of the $300,000 funding that was promised 
to the city for the entrance, but Mr. Mahaffey with ALDOT said Mr. Cooper, the 
state highway director has to be contacted to see if those funds are still available. 
Recent budget cuts by the State Legislature have left many projects unfunded.  
Mr. Meek asked where the best location would be for their building which the 
Economic Development Council have been wanting to build for two years. He 
was informed that the state would not interfere with that since it is on the 
Council’s property, but Ryan Nelson advised that the best location would be as 
far back off the road as possible to account for a parking lot and any other retail 
or industrial business that may locate there in the future.  
Bob Blythe asked about the water main that was located under the road, and 
Ryan Nelson said that it was a topic that needed to be discussed during this 
meeting. Ryan Nelson informed everyone that there is a 12-inch water main that 
runs some distance under Highway 9 that was not originally under the road but 
do to a widening project, that changed, and utilities were never relocated. This is 
something that is currently on the list of projects for the Water Board; however, 
they currently do not have to funds to support it. ALDOT advised that because 
the water main is currently under the road, it will not effect this project with the 
Industrial Park Entrance; however, the sooner the water main is relocated the 
better.  
Mayor Fetner recapped that Ryan Nelson will draw up plans and clarified with 
ALDOT that the city can start the entrance. ALDOT advised that the city can 
begin work on the entrance because there is a verbal agreement of a temporary 
permit. ALDOT told Ryan Nelson that as soon as the plans are delivered to them, 
the long term permit can be given.  
Mayor Fetner asked the governing body if they had any questions for ALDOT or 
where the project stands. Mayor Fetner asked if Mr. Meeks had any more 
questions regarding the building being built. Mayor Fetner asked if any of the 
utilities had questions.  
Mayor thanked ALDOT for calling the meeting and stated that he thinks all heads 
are clear now regarding the project. 
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