
ORDINANCE NO.  2007-12-17-01 
 
 

An Ordinance providing for penalties for the excessive use of water during 
drought conditions. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, 
ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1.  DEFINITION 

 
The word “person” as used in the Ordinance shall include and be applicable to  
any and all firms, corporations, associations, or other legal entities, whether 
public or private, as well as to all individuals both male and female. 

 
The word “system” shall mean the water and sewer system owned, operated, 
and/or managed by the Water Works & Sewer Board of the City of Ashland. 

 
The word “customer” shall mean any person as defined herein. 

 

Section 2.  VIOLATIONS 

 
Upon the adoption and implementation of Phase II or higher emergency drought 
Standards as adopted by the Water Works & Sewer Board of the City of Ashland 
it shall immediately become illegal and a violation of City law to engage in any of 
the following activities, to-wit: 

 
A. There shall be no hose washing of sidewalks, walkways, driveways, or parking 

areas, except that flammable or other dangerous substances may be disposed of by 

direct hose flushing for the benefit of public health and safety. 

 

B. No water shall be used to clean, fill, or maintain levels in swimming pools or 

decorative fountains unless such water is part of a recycling system. 

 

C. No restaurant, hotel, cafeteria, or other public place where food is sold, served, or 

offered for sale shall serve drinking water to any patron unless expressly 

requested. 

 

D. No customer of the system shall permit water to leak from any facility on his 

premises.  Failure to affect a timely repair of any leak shall subject said customer 

to all penalties provided herein for waste of water. 

 

E. No lawn, landscape, or other turf areas, including vegetable or flower gardens, 

shall be watered or irrigated using water from the system. 

 

F. No washing of automobiles, trucks, tractors, trailers, or any other vehicle or part 



thereof are permitted. 

 

Each separate act shall be a separate violation.  Each day that an act continues shall be a 

separate violation. 

 

Section 3.   PUNISHMENT 

 

A. Upon a First violation of this Ordinance the violator will be given a written 

warning. 

 

B. Upon the First conviction, after the initial written warning, for violating this 

Ordinance there shall be a fine of not more than $50.00 (fifty dollars) plus court 

costs and a jail term not to exceed 30 (thirty) days. 

 

C. Upon the Second conviction, after the initial written warning, for violating this 

Ordinance there shall be a fine of not less than $150.00 (one hundred fifty dollars) 

nor more than $500.00 (five hundred dollars) plus court costs and a jail term not 

to exceed 6 (six months). 

 

D. Upon the Third and subsequent conviction(s), after the initial written warning, for 

violating this Ordinance there shall be a fine of not less that $250.00 (two hundred 

and fifty dollars) nor more than $500.00 (five hundred dollars) plus court costs 

and a jail term not to exceed 6 (six) months with a minimum of 10 (ten) days in 

jail to be served. 

 

Section 4.  ACTIVATION 

 

This Ordinance shall remain in effect as long as Phase II or higher emergency drought 

Standards are in effect.  This Ordinance shall automatically activate at any time Phase II 

or higher emergency drought Standards are enacted by the Water Works & Sewer Board 

of the City of Ashland. 

 

This Ordinance shall not be in effect when Phase II or higher emergency drought 

Standards are not in effect. 

 

Section 5.  SAVINGS CLAUSE 

 

If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance shall be held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional in a Court of competent jurisdiction, such holding or holdings shall not 

affect any other section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance, which is in itself 

and of itself valid and constitutional.  All sections of this Ordinance are hereby declared 

to be severable, and if any word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this 

Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional or invalid such unconstitutionality or 

invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining works, phrases, clauses, sentences, 

paragraphs and sections of this Ordinance. 

 



Section 6.  PUBLICATION 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and publication, as 

provided by law. 

 

Adopted this the ________ day of __________________. 2007 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________  __________________________ 

City Clerk      Mayor     

 

 

__________________________ 

Council Member 

 

 

___________________________ 

Council Member 

 

 

___________________________ 

Council Member 

 

 

___________________________ 

Council Member 

 

 

___________________________ 

Council Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 


