
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
NOVEMBER 18, 2013 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on November 18, 
2013 at 6:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson and Rebecca G. Boddie.  Also present were City Clerk Charles E. 
Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Joseph Stanford, 
Maintenance Supervisor Randy Hanners, Asst. Maintenance Supervisor Edward 
Waldrop, Steven Mitchell, Don Browning, Brett Thompson and Ray Stansell of 
the Clay Times Journal. 
 
 Council Member Brad Wolfe and Acting Fire Chief Josh Nelson were 
absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the agenda with the deletion of 
Item No. 2 under new business (discussed at planning meeting) and the addition 
of Item No. 7 under new business – Acceptance of donation from Adams’ family 
of the old Southland property; Item No. 8 - Accept lowest quote on replacement 
of roof at library; Item No. 9 - Step raises for two employees; under old business 
Item No. 1 - Hiring of Fire Chief; and under other business;  Item No. 1 – First 
reading of Ordinance No. 2013-11-18-01. This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
previous planning meeting.  Council Member Echols seconded the motion and all 
votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Council Member Boddie seconded this motion and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 There were no informational items.  
 
 Under committee reports, Council Members Echols, Steed and Thompson 
did not report. 
 
 Council Member Boddie reported that as of this date 715 people had 
visited the MOMs project.  Area schools will begin the tour on Tuesday of this 
week and several groups had asked for tours at night. 
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 Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
 Chief Stanford reported that he was working to get vehicle quotes, 
possible natural gas conversion and the possibility of hiring non-certified officers. 
 
 Steven Mitchell gave a brief report on the fire department concerning 
MVRs for firemen and the replacement of the station doors’ mechanisms. 
 
 Maintenance Supervisor Hanners did not report. 
 
 Under new business, Council Member Boddie moved to approve the bills 
received since the last meeting in the amount of $19494.74.  Council Member 
Echols seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Steed made a motion to approve the purchase of tires for 
AFD #3 at a cost of $3262.92 under state bid and to be purchased from Clay 
County Tire.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes 
were unanimous. 
 

Council Member Echols made a motion to purchase the electric 
mechanisms for the doors at the fire station from Affordable Garage Doors in the 
amount of $4140.00.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Steed and 
all votes were unanimous. 
 

Council Member Echols made a motion approving an updated fire 
department roster with the addition of three new members.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Steed and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to change the work hours of 

Elizabeth Wheat, Library Aide, from 20 hours per week to 29 hours per week and 
increase her salary to Range 5, Step 6.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Upon recommendation of Mayor Fetner, Council Member Thompson 

made a motion to make Court Clerk Robin Catrett a permanent employee and 
increase her pay by one step.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion that the City accepts the donation 

of the old Southland property and upon receipt of deed; City will pay current year 
property taxes.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all 
votes were unanimous. 
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Council Member Thompson made a motion to accept the low quote for the 

replacement of the roof at the library from Lindsey Construction at a cost of 
$8060.00.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to give Terry Raughton and 

Jeremy Nash both a two step raise due to added duties.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Steed and all votes were unanimous. 

 
After much discussion, Council Member Echols made a motion to accept 

the recommendation of the fire department and select Steven Mitchell to serve as 
Fire Chief for a probationary term of three (3) months with no salary.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Steed.  Upon call the voting went as follows – 
Council Member Echols, yea; Council Member Steed, yea; Council Member 
Thompson, nay; Council Member Boddie, nay and Mayor Fetner, yea.  Motion 
passed.   

 
After the vote, it was asked that the department not run any medical calls 

until more information can be gained on the liabilities.  The department will only 
run for wreck and fires. 

 
A first reading was held on Ordinance No. 2013-11-18-01, an ordinance to 

protect pedestrians crossing a public street by restricting vehicular traffic during 
certain periods.  

 
There being no further business, Council Member Thompson moved to 

adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 
  

 
 

_______________________________ 

Mayor  
 
 
 

Attest: __________________________ 


