
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
NOVEMBER 4, 2013 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on November 4, 2013 
at 6:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Brad Wolfe.  Also present were Asst. City 
Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Acting Police Chief Cecil Chappell, Acting Fire Chief 
Josh Nelson, Maintenance Supervisor Randy Hanners, Officer Joseph Stanford, 
Steven Mitchell, T.J. Tuck, Chasity Tuck, Don Browning, Nick Hurst, Brett 
Thompson, David Burkhalter of Alabama 100 and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times 
Journal. 
 
 City Clerk Charles E. Foster was absent due to court schedule. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Wolfe gave 
the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the agenda with the 
addition of Item No. 5 under new business – Hiring of Fire Chief. This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Wolfe and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Wolfe made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
previous planning meeting.  Council Member Echols seconded the motion and all 
votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Steed moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Council Member Echols seconded this motion and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Under informational items, Mayor Fetner is to contact the city attorney to 
draw up an ordinance concerning the closing of 3rd Street SW during school 
hours.   
 
 A brief discussion was held on the Christmas parade. Acting Chief Nelson 
will work with Clerk Bennett to get an ad to the newspaper. 
 
 It was asked that Rhonda Freeman report to the council at the next 
scheduled meeting. 
 
 Under committee reports, Council Members Echols, Steed and Wolfe did 
not report. 
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 Acting Chief Nelson reported that the new tires were on AFD #2 and 
would be getting quote for tires for AFD #3.  New doors were needed at the 
station.  The present doors were obsolete and parts cannot be obtained.  Looking 
at replacing doors with electric and will be bring quote back for approval. 
 
 Maintenance Supervisor Hanners reported that he had been in contact 
with four (4) roofers and had received a quote from one who stated that the roof 
would have to be replaced along with some of the decking.  Supervisor Hanners 
will report back when others contact him. 
 
 Under new business, Council Member Echols moved to approve the bills 
received since the last meeting in the amount of $12765.35.  Council Member 
Boddie seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols made a motion to appoint Cecil Chappell to Police 
Chief.  This motion died due to lack of a second. 
 
 Council Member Steed made a motion to appoint Joseph Stanford to 
Police Chief.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Wolfe.  Upon roll 
call vote, Council Member Echols abstained, Council Member Steed voted yea, 
Council Member Thompson voted yea, Council Member Boddie voted nay, 
Council Wolfe voted nay and Mayor Fetner voted yea.  Motion passed by a 
majority of the vote. 
 
 Council Member Wolfe made a motion to set the salary for Chief Stanford 
at $41,000.00.  Council Member Thompson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call 
vote Council Member Echols voted nay, Council Member Steed voted nay, 
Council Member Thompson voted yea, Council Member Boddie voted yea, 
Council Member Wolfe voted yea and Mayor Fetner voted yea.  Motion passed 
by a majority of the vote. 
 
 Council Member Wolfe made a motion to table a decision on the donation 
of the old Southland property until more information can be obtained.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and upon call all votes were 
unanimous. 
 

Council Member Boddie made a motion to hire Franklin Few in a 
temporary position of 29 hours per week beginning November 5, 2013 to 
February 28, 2013.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Wolfe and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
Acting Chief Josh Nelson made the recommendation, on behalf of the Fire 

Department, to hire Steven Mitchell as Fire Chief.  Council Members expressed 
their views that they had concerns and at this time Council Member Wolfe made  



11/04/2013         Page 3 
 
a motion to table this decision until the next meeting.  This motion was seconded 
by Council Member Thompson.  Upon call all votes were yea except Council 
Member Steed who voted nay.  Motion carried. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion approving the budget for FY 

2014 in the amount of $1,668,400.00.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Wolfe and upon roll call all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Echols made a motion to approve Ordinance No.  2013-

10-21-01 to provide retiring law enforcement officers their pistol and badge as a 
portion of their retirement.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Boddie and upon roll call all votes were unanimous. 

 
There being no further business to conduct, Council Member Thompson 

moved to approve.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Wolfe and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
 
 

_______________________________ 

Mayor  
 

Attest: __________________________ 


