
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
AUGUST 19, 2013 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on August 19, 2013 at 
6:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson and Rebecca G. Boddie.  Also present were City Clerk Charles E. 
Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Acting Police Chief Cecil Chappell, 
Maintenance Supervisor Randy Hanners, Officer Joseph Stanford, Fireman 
Stephen Mitchell, Kizzy Ballard, Willie Jim Ballard and Ray Stansell of the Clay 
Times Journal. 
  
  Council Member Brad Wolfe, Police Chief Benny Davis, and Acting Fire 
Chief Nelson were absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the agenda with the 
addition of Item No. 5 under other business – Approval to purchase a “firewall” 
for the police department computers at a cost of $2188.00.  Motion was 
seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Steed moved to approve the minutes of the public 
hearing for CDBG SM-CE-PF-08-010 closeout.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 

Council Member Echols moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting.  Council Member Echols seconded this motion and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Under informational items, it was announced that Congressman Mike 

Rogers will hold a “Congress on Your Corner”, September 4 @ 2:00 P.M. at City 
Hall. 

 
Item number 2 – closing of 3rd Street SW during school hours was 

discussed at the planning meeting and a public hearing was set for September 3, 
2013 @ 5:00 P.M. 

 
Mayor Fetner asked that the Council Members get with their departments 

and begin working on the upcoming budget. 
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Mayor Fetner introduced Kizzy Ballard and allowed her to address the 

council concerning water drainage problems at her residence.  This issue has 
been addressed before with Mayor Fetner, Council Member Echols and the 
maintenance department.  When we have excessive rain, as we have this 
summer, a large amount of the storm water from the Westside community drains 
to 8th Street and continues on to the Ballard’s front yard.  Minor repairs have 
been tried to correct this problem but to no avail.  It was stated that a larger 
drainage pipe would be needed to correct this problem, but funding is a problem.  
Ms. Ballard was assured that the problem would be corrected when funds were 
available. 

 
Under committee reports, Council Member Echols, Steed, Thompson and 

Boddie did not report. 
 
Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Acting Chief Chappell was asked to have more police presence around 

the courthouse lawn during the night hours. 
 
Supervisor Hanners thanked the Lineville maintenance department for 

help taking down a tree at the park.  His department removed a tree at the 
intersection of 5th Avenue SW and Alabama Highway 9 South that was 
obstructing view and the project at the intersection of 3rd Avenue South and 
Alabama Highway 9 South is complete. 

 
Council Member Boddie moved to approve the bills received since the last 

meeting in the amount of $7066.33.  Council Member Thompson seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to declare a 1994 Ford F250, VIN 

1FTHF25H7RNA35176 as surplus.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion approving the release of the 

2012-2013 budget appropriation to Cheaha Regional Library in the amount of 
$2000.00.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Under recommendation status for items noted by the Loss Control 

Department of the Alabama League of Municipalities for Worker’s Compensation, 
the following was voted on. 
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Recommendation Number 2013-1, Council Member Boddie moved to offer 

Hepatitis B vaccines to all police officers.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Thompson and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Recommendation Number 2013-2, Council Member Thompson moved to 

further discuss a safety incentive program for city employees and code it as a 
future project.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
Recommendation Number 2013-3, Council Member Thompson made a 

motion requiring each city department conduct training on the sexual harassment 
policy twice a year during safety meetings.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Recommendation Number 2013-4, Council Member Thompson made a 

motion to place the status of a light duty-return to work program as in-process of 
completing due to the fact that the policy has been drafted and submitted to the 
city attorney for approval.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols 
and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Recommendation Number 2013-5, Council Member Boddie made a 

motion to place the status of an acceptable driving record policy as under 
advisement.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to approve the purchase of a 

firewall for the computers at the police department in the amount of $2188.00.  
This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
There being no further business, Council Member Echols moved to 

adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
 
 

_______________________________ 

Mayor  
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


