
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
JULY 16, 2012 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on July 16, 2012 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Fire Chief Joel McMath, 
Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Officer Joseph Stanford, Librarian 
Tina Nolen, Code Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Ryan Nelson, Ashley 
Davidson and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Police Chief Benny Davis was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Boddie 
gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the agenda with the 
addition of Item No. 3 under new business, Purchase of two (2) radios for the 
Fire Department’s new truck at a cost of $924.00 from Clay Communications and 
to be paid from the Fire Department Tax Fund. This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Under informational items, Mayor Fetner asked for a clarification on the 
members for the committee for the high school memorabilia.  It was stated that 
there will be one (1) member from each district chosen by the council and one (1) 
member at large chosen by the mayor for a total of six (6) members. 
 
 Mayor Fetner and Council Member Beale asked that no one be allowed to 
remove water from the watersheds except for the processing of potable water for 
the cities of Ashland and Lineville. 
 

Under committee reports, Council Members Echols and Steed did not 
report. 

 
Council Member Thompson reported on some nuisances within the city 

that Code Officer Raughton was helping to get corrected. 
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Council Member Boddie thanked all the departments who had a hand in 

the cleanup of the fire last week on Alabama 77 South while the building was 
begin torn down.  Mrs. Boddie also reported on Streetscape Project signs laying 
on the sidewalks and questioned if kudzu was on private property or not. 

 
Council Member Beale thanked Commission Chairman Wayne Watts for 

his commitment to helping with the watersheds.  Mr. Beale also thanked Terry 
Raughton for helping with the school. 

 
City Clerk Foster and Maintenance Supervisor did not report. 
 
Chief McMath reported that someone had been in contact with him and 

wanted to purchase the 1972 Chevrolet Brush truck after receipt of the new truck. 
 
Code Officer Raughton reported that the Wynn Building project was 

almost ready to closeout and the new school is now on and the dog issues were 
ongoing. 

 
Librarian Nolen asked that Ms. Era Clarke, who is retiring effective August 

3 be replaced with the current on-call employee.  It was asked that this be placed 
on the next agenda, a reception for Ms. Clarke, and a meeting on Wednesday 
with Connecting Alabama concerning recycling. 

 
Council Member Thompson moved to approve the bills received since the 

last meeting in the amount of $10199.98.  Council Member Echols seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to allow wellness checks for 

employees through the Clay County Healthcare Authority on August 7 & 9; 7:00 
a.m. to 9 a.m. at the police department.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion allowing the purchase of two radios 

at a cost of $924.99 from Clay Communications, to be paid from the Fire 
Department Tax Fund.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie 
and all votes were unanimous. 

 
A committee was chosen to oversee the memorabilia removed from the 

old Clay County High School.  The following are those selected.  District 1 – 
Marian Hunter, District 2 – to be announced later, District 3 – JoAnn Cowan, 
District 4 – Jerry Phillips, District 5, Kris Herron and At Large – Helen Pope.   It 
was asked that each one be contacted to meeting @ 4:00 p.m. on August 6.  
They are to be contacted by the mayor and council. (Note:  Council Member  
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Steed contacted City Hall and added Shelia Chappell to the committee under 
District 2.) 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion approving a resolution approving 

Strain Construction as a sub-contractor under DRM Utilities on CDBG Program 
SM-ED-PF-09-003.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and 
all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion approving a resolution awarding 

the contract for the Downtown Streetscape Project funded through CDBG Project 
SM-ED-PF-08-010 and Transportation Enhancement Grant TE08(922) to Hurst 
Construction as low bidder for the Base Bid and Additive #1 in the amount of 
$214,368.66 and authorizing the Mayor to act on behalf of the City of Ashland in 
signing all contract documents.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Echols and all votes were unanimous.  

 
There being no further business, Council Member Beale moved to adjourn.  

Motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 

  
 
 
_______________________________ 

Mayor 
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 
 
 
 
 


