
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
JUNE 18, 2012 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on June 18, 2012 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Fire Chief Joel McMath, 
Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code Enforcement Officer Terry 
Raughton, Officer Cecil Chappell, John K. Johnson, Megan Yates, Willie Gene 
McLemore, Deborah Robertson, Wendy Bass, Ryan Nelson and Ray Stansell of 
the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Police Chief Benny J. Davis was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Steed gave 
the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the agenda with additions.  
The following were added:  Item No. 4 under new business, Approval to 
purchase fire hose at a cost of $979.80; Item No. 4, Approval to purchase new 
push mower at a cost of $350.00; Item No. 2 under resolutions, Approval of 
Resolution to apply for the FY2012 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program and 
authorize the mayor to sign any and all documents; and Item No. 3, Approval of 
Resolution for Change Order No. 1 for HUD EDI Project No. B-10-SP-AL-0069 in 
the amount of $2300.00 and giving the mayor authorization to sign Change Order. 
This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Under informational items, it was noted that Grady Turner had asked to be 
placed on the agenda, but was not present. 
 

Mr. Willie McLemore reported that Jessica Chappell had met with Chief 
Davis concerning the parade to be held prior to Unity Day.  Mayor Fetner stated 
that all were in agreement if plans had been cleared with the police department. 
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Under committee reports, Council Members Echols and Steed did not 
report. 

 
 Council Member Thompson reported that she had looked at the utility pole 
located at the site of the ongoing streetscape project and that it had to be moved. 
 
 Council Member Thompson also asked that all nominate someone from 
their district to be placed on a committee to oversee the memorabilia from Clay 
County High School.  It was asked that this be placed on the next agenda. 
 
 Council Member Thompson and Boddie reported on the need to order 
furniture for the urban park so that it will be available when needed.  All were in 
agreement to go ahead and make the purchases. 
 
 Council Member Beale expressed his appreciation to the Fire Department 
for their quick response to the house fire the past weekend and to Lester 
Robinson and Terry Raughton for helping the displaced homeowner with a place 
to stay and essential items.   
 
 Council Member Beale also expressed appreciation from the city to 
Representative Richard Laird and Senator Gerald Dial for donations to help with 
costs to move the above mentioned utility pole and completion of the Urban Park. 
 
 City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
 Chief McMath thanked Lester and Terry for their assistance after the fire. 
 

Chief McMath also asked permission to teach a class for the Women and 
Children’s Center for installation of car seats.  Permission was granted if a waiver 
was signed by participants. 

 
Supervisor Robinson asked that the council approve the purchase of a 

push mower, asked for council approval to change locks at the school facilities 
after signing of lease agreement and to check out keys (all were in agreement), 
no work being done at urban park due to other projects, SIFAT here for the last 
two weeks, meeting held on streetscape project and should close out the end of 
August or the first of September, longest yard sale meetings, and thanked the fire 
department, police department and Josh Nelson for their assistance for the large 
tree that was blown down during last weeks storm. 

 
 Code Officer Raughton reported that the completion of the sewer line to 
the school should be next week, bids for the next streetscape project will be @ 
11:00 A.M. on June 21 and the punch list on the Wynn Building is also complete. 
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Clerk Bennett reported that the Mayor’s “Notice of Election” will run in next 
week’s newspaper and posted at three locations in the city and that qualifying will 
begin on July 3 and end at 5:00 P.M. on July 17. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the bills received since the last 
meeting in the amount of $12236.33.  Council Member Thompson seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson made a motion to purchase a sign for the new 
football stadium at a cost of $350.00.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie made a motion approving and authorizing the 
mayor to sign a Lease Agreement by and between the Clay County Board of 
Education and the City of Ashland for ballfields.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Members Beale and Thompson and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Beale made a motion allowing the purchase of new fire 
hose to replace damaged at a cost of $979.80.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie made a motion allowing the purchase of a push 
mower for the maintenance department at a cost of $350.00.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 After questions and answers from City Attorney John K. Johnson and 
Attorney Megan Yates, the Council of the City of Ashland determined that it was 
in the best interest of the public to vacate a portion of Clay Avenue.  Council 
Member Beale made a motion approving a resolution to vacate a portion of Clay 
Avenue in Ashland, Alabama and authorizing the mayor to sign a notice of 
publication of said vacation.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Beale made a motion approving a resolution authorizing 
the submission of a grant application under the FY2012 Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant Program and authorizing the Fire Chief to submit said 
application through the on-line grant process and that the City of Ashland will 
provide the five percent matching share.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Thompson and all votes were unanimous. 
 

Council Member Beale made a motion approving a resolution for Change 
Order No. 1 for the HUD EDI Project No. B-10-SP-AL-0069 in the amount of 
$2300.00 and giving the mayor authorization to sign said Change Order.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
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There being no further business, Council Member Boddie moved to 
adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
 
  

 
  

 
_______________________________ 

Mayor 
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 
 
 
 
 


