
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
JUNE 4, 2012 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on June 4, 2012 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, 
Fire Chief Joel McMath, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code 
Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Richard McQueen, Officer Joseph Stanford, 
Jessica Chappell, Ryan Nelson and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the agenda with the deletion of 
Item No. 3 under new business. This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Steed moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Steed and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Under informational items, it was noted that all were in agreement to go 
forward with penalties or citations for businesses who have not bought business 
licenses.   
 

Council Members Boddie and Thompson met with Lester earlier in the day 
concerning plans for the Southside Urban Park. 

 
Jessica Chappell came before the mayor and council to ask permission to 

hold a parade on the square on July 28th before Unity Day festivities.  Ms. 
Chappell was asked to speak with Chief Davis about logistics and return to the 
council if needed. 

 
Sherry Dewrell had asked to be placed on the agenda, but was not in 

attendance. 
 
Under committee reports, Council Members Echols, Steed and Boddie did 

not report. 
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Council Member Thompson reported that the Wynn Building roof and 
painting looked good, a section in the Sunday’s edition of the Anniston Star was 
on the Birding Trail, work continuing on the west side of the square, citizens 
asked to be cautious while traveling through or visiting the square, thanked the 
police department for boxing, moving and storing all the memorabilia from Clay 
County High and asked that a committee be set up to be over the above-
mentioned memorabilia. 

 
Council Member Beale reported that the water shutdown went well and 

three (3) fire hydrants were put back in service and the leak on Alabama 
Highway 77 North had been repaired. 

 
City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Chief Davis reported that May had been a busy month for his department 

with arrests; he liked less than 2 hours removing all items from the school, and 
asked that a future purchase of a video system for the back parking lot be made. 

 
Chief McMath thanked the maintenance department for the new 

landscaping around the fire department. 
 
Supervisor Robinson reported that a pump for the tractor had gone out 

and needed to be replaced at a cost of $1200.00 (all were in agreement for this 
purchase), the new seasonal employee will begin cutting the fields at the school, 
ballgames have been scheduled at the school fields, Sifat volunteers to begin on 
Thursday, RC&D grant project has began with the help of the county, the 
scoreboard at Westside ballfield was damaged by wind and will be replaced at a 
different place with an outlet, and cemetery mowing will begin tomorrow. 

 
Code Officer Raughton reported that the sewer project was 23 days away 

from completion; the Wynn Building should be complete by next week, asked 
about the placement of the trophies at the Wynn Building (his office?), 
streetscape project bids will be opened on the 21st of June, traffic on the square 
will be uncertain for the next 4 or 5 months and reminded everyone of the Public 
Hearing on the vacation of Clay Avenue to be held prior to the next council 
meeting. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to approve the bills received 

since the last meeting in the amount of $8033.60.  Council Member Echols 
seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to designate Donna Bennett as 

Election Manager and Meredith Holcombe for Absentee Election Manager for the  
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upcoming municipal election.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to go into Executive Session 

to discuss the good name and character of a prospective employee.  She asked 
that 15 minutes be allowed for the meeting.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to go back into regular 

session.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Upon recommendation of Chief Davis, Council Member Thompson made 

a motion to hire Tony Hubbard as a certified police officer at a rate of $11.65 per 
hour and to begin immediately.  This motion was seconded by Council Members 
Boddie and Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Lester Robinson reminded everyone of the meeting on June 11 @ 10:00 

AM at Ashland City Hall pertaining to the Longest Yard Sale. 
 
Council Member Beale made a motion approving a resolution to submit 

two grant/loan pre-applications under the Community Facilities Grants and Loans 
Program through Rural Development and authorizing the mayor to sign 
grant/loan pre-applications documents on behalf of the City of Ashland.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
 There being no further business, Council Member Beale moved to adjourn.  
Motion was seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
  
  

 
_______________________________ 

Mayor 
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 
 
 
 
 


