
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
MARCH 5, 2012 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on March 5, 2012 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, 
Fire Chief Joel McMath, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code 
Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Irving Thompson and Ray Stansell of the 
Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Echols 
gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the agenda with the 
following additions:  Item No. 1 under Informational Items - Irving Thompson, 
Natural gas vehicles; Item No. 3 under New Business, Purchase of fax machine 
for the Police Department at a cost of $309.00; Item No. 4 – Approval to repair 
copier at the Police Department at a cost of $392.64 and Item No. 5 – Chuck 
Freeman, background checks for coaches. This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Irving Thompson of East Central Alabama Gas discussed the installation 
of two (2) compressors for natural gas that will be in service soon for fueling 
natural gas vehicles.  Many other features of the natural gas vehicles and fueling 
stations were also discussed. 
 
 Council Members Echols reported that Chuck Freeman had contacted her 
and reported that 180 children had signed up for youth baseball.  Ms. Echols also 
reported that the league was in need of a pitchers mound for Williamson Ballfield 
at a cost of $1200.00 and asked if the City would pay ½ of the costs and asked 
whether Alan Ogles could serve in the capacity as an assistant.  It was not 
determined whether Mr. Ogles would serve as an assistant coach or an assistant 
to Mr. Freeman.  Ms. Echols stated that she would contact Mr. Freeman and set 
a meeting for him with the Council. 
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Council Members Steed and Thompson did not report. 
 

 Council Member Boddie asked about the 2nd Saturday on the Square 
setup with the Streetscape Projects ongoing.  Mayor Fetner stated that he would 
speak with Johnie Sentell concerning this. 
 
 Council Member Beale reported that there was a large parcel of property 
for sale that would serve the City for a possible sports complex if the City could 
come up with funding for the purchase.  It was stated that that Mr. Beale and 
Mayor Fetner would look into this possible purchase. 
 
 City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
 Chief Davis gave an update on the vehicle repairs, was given permission 
to pursue the COPS Grant application, given permission to purchase a new 
patrol car under state bid at a price of $29730.00 and get quotes on converting 
vehicles to natural gas. 
 

Chief McMath asked about contact for him when the water tanks are low.  
Council Member Beale stated that he would get this taken care of. 

 
Permission was given to Maintenance Supervisor Robinson to purchase 

two (2) weed trimmers at a cost of $272.00 each.  He reported that Rob Taylor 
was doing the stucco work at the Urban Park, plan has changed for the path at 
the Urban Park and lights have been installed in the back of the Police 
Department. 

 
Code Officer Raughton thanked the Police Department for the traffic 

control on Alabama Highway 9 North for the ongoing sewer project, gave an 
update on the status of the sewer project, update on the Wynn Building roof and 
the Streetscape Project on the square with Jane Ross. 

 
Council Member Echols moved to approve the bills received since the last 

meeting in the amount of $7094.45.  Council Member Thompson seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion for Chief McMath to solicit bids for 

a Brush/Rescue truck for his department with an opening date of March 19, 2012 
at 5:00 P.M.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion approving the purchase of a 

fax machine for the Police Department in the amount of $309.00.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
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Council Member Echols made a motion approving the repair of a copier at 

the Police Department at a cost of $392.64.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Thompson and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to table Item No. 5 until more 

details can be obtained.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie 
and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion approving Ordinance No. 2012-02-

20-01 for rezoning property located on Alabama Highway 9 North from B-1 
District to R-2 District.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols 
and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion approving Ordinance No. 

2012-02-20-02 to alter Council District boundaries following the federal decennial 
census.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
There being no further business, Council Member Thompson moved to 

adjourn.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
 
  

 
_______________________________ 

Mayor  
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


