
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
FEBRUARY 6, 2012 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on February 6, 2012 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, 
Fire Chief Joel McMath, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code 
Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, City Attorney John K. Johnson, John 
Wellborn, Kristi Wellborn and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Boddie 
gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the agenda with additions 
and deletions.  The following were added:  Item No. 6 under new business, 
Approval to purchase a tankless hot water heater for the Wynn Building at a cost 
of $1249.40 from East Central Alabama Gas District; Item No. 7 – Approval for 
the Fire Chief to repair or replace a handheld radio; Item No. 8 – Approval for 
Maintenance Supervisor Robinson to make needed changes to the Streetscape 
sidewalk project.  The following was removed:  Item No. 2 under Resolution, 
Ordinance, Orders and Other Business. This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Steed moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Beale made a motion approving the minutes of the 
Special Called Meeting held on January 31, 2012.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Members Echols and Steed did not report. 
 

Council Member Thompson reported that construction was ongoing 
around the square.  Mrs. Thompson went on to thank Maintenance Supervisor 
Robinson and Code Officer Raughton for overseeing the many projects. 
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Council Member Boddie reported that she felt the construction projects 

were going well and that she had turned in a $15,000 donation check to City Hall 
for the Southside Urban Park construction. 

 
Council Member Beale echoed the reports of Boddie & Thompson 

concerning the progress of the many projects. 
 
Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Chief Davis reported that he had attended the Chief’s Conference in 

Huntsville and that the meetings dealt with disaster preparations, his department 
had been busy with calls, still have several vehicles that are in need of repairs 
and asked permission to attend a PALS conference concerning littering if he can 
not obtain information other ways. 

 
Chief McMath did not report. 
 
Supervisor Robinson gave updates on the different ongoing projects, dry 

weather is needed to continue work at the Southside Urban Park, his department 
has began mowing grass in the park and ballfields, received a RC&D Grant in the 
amount of $6250.00 for erosion control at the Watershed parking lot, asked 
permission to purchase twelve (12) overhead light fixtures to replace outdated 
ones at the Fire Department at a cost of $150.00 per fixture and expend funds 
from the Fire Department (Permission granted), asked that he be able to 
purchase a new telephone at a cost of $149.00 and internet service so that he 
can be aware of upcoming weather conditions (Permission granted, but City to 
make purchase), asked permission to make needed changes to the Streetscape 
Project (Permission granted), campaign signs on right-of-ways will be removed 
and carried to maintenance shop for candidates to pick up. 

 
Council Member Echols moved to approve the bills received since the last 

meeting in the amount of $30705.16.  Council Member Thompson seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion authorizing the mayor to sign 

a contract for Clickit or Ticket with Gadsden State Community College.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion approving the recommendation of 

the Industrial Development Authority of the City of Ashland approving a variance 
on property located on Alabama Highway 77 S zoned R-1 and owned by John 
and Kristi Wellborn to be used as a resource center for women & children that 
will also house the Alabama Teen Challenge office & resource center.  This  
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motion was seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion approving the recommendation of 

the Industrial Development Authority of the City of Ashland to approve the 
rezoning of Tract #1 of property located on Alabama Highway 9 N zoned B-1 and 
owned by Kim Crist to R-2 so that property for residence will not be restricted.  
This motion was seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were 
unanimous.  A proposed ordinance will be introduced for a first reading at the 
next regular council meeting. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion approving the purchase of a new 

copier for City Hall at a cost of $2695.00.  Council Member Echols seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to purchase a tankless hot water 

heater from East Central Alabama Gas District at a cost of $1249.40.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Echols.  All votes were yea, except 
Council Member Thompson abstained from voting.  Motion passed. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to repair or replace a handheld 

radio for the Fire Department if cost is comparable.  This motion was seconded 
by Council Members Steed and Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Echols made a motion giving permission to Maintenance 

Supervisor Robinson to make needed changes to the Streetscape Project.  If 
approved a Change Order will have to be brought before the Council for approval.  
A motion was made by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
There being no further business, Council Member Boddie moved to 

adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
 

_______________________________ 

Mayor  
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


