
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
JANUARY 17, 2012 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on January 17, 2012 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, 
Fire Chief Joel McMath, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code 
Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Margaret McLemore and Ray Stansell of 
the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Echols 
gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the agenda with the addition 
under new business of Item No. 7 – Approval to make Jeremy Nash a permanent 
employee and increase pay by one step. This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Steed moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Margaret McLemore of Bethel Missionary Baptist Church asked 
permission of the council to hold their 2nd annual 5k walkathon on April 14, 2012 
beginning at 7:30 A.M.  Ms. McLemore was asked to contact Chief Davis at the 
police department to set up route.  Permission granted for walk. 
 
 Mayor Fetner asked that the route for the Christmas parade be discussed.  
Several ideas were addressed including looping around from Memorial Drive 
back to the square and hosting the parade on a Saturday and have Christmas on 
the Square on that date. No decisions were made. 
 
 Council Member Echols did not report. 
 

Council Member Steed asked that Tina Nolen be allowed to attend the 
Leadership Clay County classes sponsored by the Chamber at a cost of $100.00.  
Permission was granted. 
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Council Member Thompson reported that she along with Council Member 

Boddie had met with the maintenance department at the Urban Park.  Ms. 
Thompson asked of Chief Davis to check on the traffic control at FACS.  She 
then asked the status of the streetscape project from Goodwyn, Mills & Cawood.  
Code Officer Raughton stated that he expected the plans soon. 

 
Council Member Thompson also asked that Mr. Stansell of the Clay 

Times-Journal help to get the word out about the different projects going on in 
the City and ask that the citizens be patient. 

 
Council Member Boddie thanked all the city employees who had to be out 

in the weather on the different projects. 
 
Council Member Beale did not report. 
 
Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Chief Davis reported that the vehicle at Bill Stanford should be repaired 

and ready for pick up on Wednesday. 
 
Chief McMath reported that Nick Hurst, a new volunteer fireman, will be 

attending a certified firefighter course in Barfield at no cost to the city except for 
transportation in the old impala.  Have not heard from the Assistance to 
Firefighter’s grant.  Overhead lights out at the station and Maintenance 
Supervisor Robinson is looking into replacements 

 
Supervisor Robinson asked to meet with interested parties at 10:00 A.M. 

on Wednesday morning to pick out brick for the streetscape project, Wynn 
Building roof contractor has delivered equipment and materials, handrails have 
been set at the Urban Park, remodeling ongoing at the Westside concession 
stand, Clay County Hawks practicing at Westside, power outage last week and 
had to have traffic lights worked on and was told that they were the responsibility 
of the city and asked that he attend a school in Decatur this fall to learn how to 
repair the traffic signals and reported on quotes he had received on the overhead 
lights at the Fire Station. 

 
Code Officer Raughton reported on a quote received from W & W Heating 

& Cooling and changes that will need to be made due to the new roof at the 
Wynn Building and some material has been delivered for the sewer project to the 
new school. 

 
Council Member Echols moved to approve the bills received since the last 

meeting in the amount of $14310.03.  Council Member Boddie seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 
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Council Member Boddie made a motion to hold public hearings for the 

redistricting plan for voting districts for the upcoming election.  The times set are 
February 6, 2012 at 10:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall auditorium. 
Notices will be published in the Clay Times-Journal, and posted at City Hall, 
Ashland Water Works, Ashland Library, Ashland Post Office and Ashland 
Housing Authority.  Invitations will be sent to minority contacts.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to contract with Jennifer’s Design 

Studio in the amount of $600.00 for website maintenance.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Under item number 4, it was decided to hold interviews on Thursday 

beginning at 5:00 P.M. with 20 minute intervals.  Clerk Bennett is to contact 
applicants. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to approve an addendum to 

the Policy and Procedure Manual with a Seat Belt Policy.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to reappoint Helen Pope and 

John Sandlin to the Industrial Development Authority.  This motion was seconded 
by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to make Jeremy Nash a 

permanent employee with the completion on his probationary period and give 
him a one step pay increase.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
There being no further business, Council Member Boddie moved to 

adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
 

_______________________________ 

Mayor  
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


