
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
DECEMBER 19, 2011 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on December 19, 
2011 at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, 
Fire Chief Joel McMath, Police Officer Joseph Stanford, Maintenance Supervisor 
Lester Robinson, and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Code Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the agenda with the removal of 
item numbers one and two under informational items due to prior discussion.  
Add under new business, Item No. 3 - Approval to set up “Line of Credit” at bank 
for Streetscape Project, Item No. 4 – Acceptance of Jeffery Grant Colburn’s 
resignation as police officer and open the position, Item No. 5 – Transfer James 
C. Dickinson to a full-time position, Item No. 6 – Recommendation to make Leigh 
Ann Mask a permanent employee, Item No. 7 – Reschedule council meetings for 
January due to holidays, Item No. 8 – Purchase of lights on AFD #3, Item No. 9 -  
Purchase of pagers for Fire Department and Item No. 10 – Purchase of computer 
for City Clerk’s office. A Resolution was added to approve Change Order #1 on 
the sewer project reducing the amount of the contract by $35,300.00 and 
authorizing the Mayor to sign the change order on behalf of the City of Ashland. 
This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Steed moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Members Echols, Steed, Boddie and Beale did not report. 
 

Council Member Thompson asked about the status of the Wynn Building 
roofing project. Code Officer Raughton reported on this. 

 
Clerk Foster did not report. 
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Chief Davis reported that gas heaters needed replacing at the Police 

Department, insurance representative recommended that a seat belt policy be in 
place for the City (Chief was asked to write a draft), wants to have mutual aid 
with the City of Lineville for magistrate services for subjects whom have to be 
obtained due to the new immigration law and asked permission to attend Chief’s 
conference January 3 to February 4 (permission granted). 

 
Chief McMath reported that his department had responded to seven calls 

this month, busy continuing to paint fire hydrants and wanted to discuss the 
parade walkers. 

 
Supervisor Robinson reported that his department had a control burn on 

the Birding Trail at the park, replacing the high intensity faces on stop signs, fixed 
a drainage pipe problem behind the Wynn Building that causes the basement to 
flood during heavy rains, Streetscape Project to begin January 3, needs plan for 
south side urban park (Council Member Thompson to meet with next morning at 
8:00 AM), and asked if the City adopts a seat belt policy will his department be 
required to wear belts at all times. 

 
No bills were presented for approval. 
 
Council Member Echols made a motion to approve a job description for 

the Youth Baseball/Football Coordinator.  A contract will need to be approved 
also.  Asst. Clerk Bennett will contact city attorney for contract.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Note that Council Member Boddie asked that a “No Tobacco” on all city 

fields ordinance be drafted. 
 
Council Member Thompson made a motion authorizing Mayor Fetner to 

establish a “line-of-credit” in the amount of $500,000.00 and giving him authority 
to sign all paperwork.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and 
all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Echols made a motion to accept the resignation of 

Jeffery Grant Colburn effective January 2, 2012 and open the position.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to transfer James C. “Corey” 

Dickinson from temporary status to full-time status with benefits with the police 
department beginning January 1, 2012.  Mr. Dickinson will have a year 
probationary period.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and 
all votes were unanimous. 
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Upon recommendation of Chief Davis, Council Member Boddie made a 

motion to change the status of employment for Leigh Ann Mask to permanent 
due to completion of probationary period.  The motion also included a one-step 
pay increase.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to change the two council 

meetings in January to the 3rd and the 17th due to the New Years’ and MLK, Jr. 
holidays.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to replace two lights on AFD #3 at 

a cost of $458.00 for both.  Purchase to be made from the Fire Department Tax 
Fund.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to purchase 20 pagers at a cost of 

$450.00 each for the Fire Department.  Purchase to be made from the Fire 
Department Tax Fund.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols 
and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion giving permission to the City Clerk 

to purchase a computer for his office.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion approving a resolution approving 

Change Order #1 reducing the contract amount for CDBG Program SM-ED-PF-
09-003 in the amount of $35,330.00 and authorizing the Mayor to sign said 
Change Order.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
There being no further business, Council Member Boddie moved to 

adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 

Mayor  
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


