
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
OCTOBER 17, 2011 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on October 17, 2011 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, and 
Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk 
Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, Fire Chief Joel McMath, Code 
Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, 
Ryan Nelson and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Absent were Council Members Gail E. Thompson and Rebecca G. Boddie. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Beale gave 
the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Steed moved to approve the agenda with the addition of 
the following.  Under new business, Item No. 4 – Hiring of Matthew Shane House 
as police officer; Item No. 5 – Hiring of Melissa Robyn Waters as police 
dispatcher and Item No. 6 – Approval to pay Southern Software, Inc. the amount 
of $3950.00 for software support for the police department. Also add the approval 
of a resolution to enter into a contract with Byrd Contractors in the amount of 
$45,569.00 and authorizing the mayor to sign all documents. This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes are 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Under informational items, the Christmas Parade was discussed with 
concerns of the renovations ongoing on the courthouse square. 
 
 Under committee reports, Council Members Echols and Steed did not 
report. 
 
 Council Member Beale reported that he had attended a meeting with Clay 
County Water Authority concerning the shutdown of the water plant so that 
repairs can be made to hopefully eliminate the dingy water problem.  Mr. Beale 
along with Ryan Nelson went on to report that these repairs are scheduled to 
take place on the weekend of November 19 with the shutdown to last 
approximately 24 hours. 
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 City Clerk Foster and Code Officer Raughton did not report. 
 
 Chief Davis reported that his department had been busy and the drug task 
force had been serving warrants on individuals and found stolen property. 
 
 Chief McMath reported that he had contacted counselors to speak with the 
firemen who had recently witnessed the vehicle fire with occupant entrapped and 
will use them further considering the fire of today with an individual burning inside 
his home. 
 
 Supervisor Robinson reported that his department should be doing the last 
right-of-way cutting for the season, patching pot holes, finalizing Birding Trail 
project with the opening on November 17, closing of streets on Halloween for 
“Trunk or Treat”, problems with old city red lights and moving of sports equipment 
to the scout building. 
 
 Under new business, Council Member Echols moved to approve the bills 
received since the last meeting in the amount of $8948.74.  Council Member 
Beale seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols made a motion approving the Budget for FY 
2011-2012 with an amendment to add $6000.00 to the salary of fire chief and in 
the amount of $1,622,400.00.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Steed and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols made a motion authorizing the mayor to secure 
funding for the reroofing project at the Wynn Building.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Beale made a motion to hire Matthew Shane House as a 
certified police officer at a rate of Range 14, Step 2 and to begin November 1.  
This motion was seconded by Council Member Steed and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols made a motion to hire Melissa Robyn Waters as 
police dispatcher at a rate of Range 9, Step 1 to begin immediately.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Beale made a motion approving payment to Southern 
Software, Inc. in the amount of $3950.00 for software support at the police 
department.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes 
were unanimous. 
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 Council Member Echols made a motion approving a Resolution to enter 
into a contract with Metal Roofing Solutions, Inc. of Duncanville, Alabama to 
reroof the Wynn Building in the amount of $229,830.00 and authorizing the 
mayor to sign any and all paperwork for said contract.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Steed and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols made a motion approving a Resolution to enter 
into a contract with Byrd Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $45,569.00 for a HUD 
Economic Development Initiative Grant #B-10-SP-AL-0069 for a 12” DIP Water 
Line to serve the Ashland Industrial Park on Alabama Highway 9 and authorizing 
the mayor to sign all contract documents.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 There being no further business to discuss, Council Member Echols 
moved to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
 
 
_______________________________ 

Mayor  
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


