
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on September 6, 2011 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding.  Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, 
Gail E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City 
Clerk Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Fire Chief Joel 
McMath, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Officer Joseph Stanford, 
Investigator David Martin, Librarian Tina Nolen, Code Enforcement Officer Terry 
Raughton, Ryan Nelson of Nelson & Company, Jolie McMath, Chandler McMath, 
Cassie Antonio and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Police Chief Benny Davis was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Beale gave 
the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the agenda with the addition of 
the following. Under New Business – Item No. 5, Approval of annual 
maintenance to fire trucks; Item No, 6, Approval of repairs to police department 
vehicles and under Resolutions – Item. No. 3, Approval of Resolution to apply for 
a grant under the Alabama Department of Tourism in the amount of $25,000 and 
authorize the Mayor to sign any and all documents for said grant. This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes are unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes are 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Under informational items, it was asked by Mayor Fetner and Council 
Member Zeola Echols that an ad be placed in the newspaper concerning the 
reservation of pavilions at the Ashland City Park.  Use of the pavilions has 
always been “first come, first serve”, but hopefully reservations will eliminate 
some confusion. 
 

Ryan Nelson of Nelson & Company discussed upcoming grant projects. 
Mr. Nelson has acquired authorization to bid the Streetscape Project Phase II 
and the HUD portion of the Industrial Park Project.  Mr. Nelson wants to open 
bids on September 29 and ads for bids will run in the local paper three (3) 
consecutive times. 
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Under committee reports, Council Members Echols, Steed and Thompson 

did not report. 
 
Council Member Boddie thanked the maintenance department for all their 

hard work. 
 
Council Member Beale thanked Code Officer Terry Raughton and 

Supervisor Les Robinson for all their work on the drainage ditch project at the 
school.  Mr. Beale also thanked Council Member Boddie for her efforts to obtain 
funding. 

 
City Clerk Foster and Supervisor Robinson did not report. 
 
Chief McMath reported that his department had been called to a house fire 

over the weekend.  He was not in town, but reported that Josh Nelson along with 
seven other firemen responded to the call and the home was saved.   

 
Chief McMath thanked the maintenance department for repairing the ice 

machine at his department. 
 
Code Officer Raughton reported that Phase I Streetscape changes have 

been approved and could begin in a month, the person who damaged the 
watershed property has been contacted by the city attorney and the city attorney 
has been replied back to by the individual’s attorney, solicitation for bids for the 
Wynn Building roof have been sent, with a pre-bid conference to be held on 
September 22 @ 10:00 AM and the bids opened on September 27 @ 2:00 PM, 
Steven Ward will be at the Council Meeting on October 3, 2911 with his 
recommendation of contractor, the Industrial Council will hold a meeting on 
September 7 @ 3:00 PM to discuss a possible variance and due to non-
compliance a variance that was previously approved will now be revoked. 

 
Librarian Nolen reported that all new computers have been received and 

installed, Master Gardeners donations of magazines for Birding Trail participants 
and problems with collection of overdue books. 

 
Under new business, Council Member Thompson moved to approve the 

bills received since the last meeting in the amount of $13202.53.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion authorizing Ronald Robertson, 

Revenue Commissioner of Clay County to assess and collect property taxes for 
the City of Ashland, Alabama.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 



09/06/2011         Page 3 
 
Council Member Beale made a motion to nominate Mr. John Sandlin to 

the County Board of Equalization.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Echols made a motion to approve travel for two police 

department employees to attend the NCIC Conference September 19-22.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion approving the annual 

maintenance to the fire trucks in the amount of approximately $1000.00 per truck.  
This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Steed made a motion approving the lowest quote for 

repairs to the police departments 2006 Chevrolet Impala from Clay Service  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous.  

 
Council Member Beale made a motion approving the lowest quote for 

repairs to the police departments 2004 Ford Crown Victoria.  Only one quote was 
received at this time from Clay Service and should receive one from Clay 
Automotive.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to approve a Resolution awarding 

a contract for engineering services to Nelson & Company in the amount of 
$35,125.00 and authorizing the Mayor to act on behalf of the City of Ashland in 
signing all contract documents for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development – Economic Development Initiative Project B-10-SP-AL-0069 for 
Industrial Park Access Road and Water Line Improvements.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to approve a Resolution 

awarding a contract for engineering services to Nelson & Company in the amount 
of $76,325.23 and authorizing the Mayor to act on behalf of the City of Ashland in 
signing all contract documents for Transportation Enhancement Project STPTE-
TE09-966 for Streetscape Phase II.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to approve a Resolution to 

apply for a grant under the Tourism Legislative Grant Program in the amount of 
$25,000 and authorizing the Mayor to sign any and all documents on behalf of 
the City of Ashland to obtain said grant.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
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There being no further business to discuss, Council Member Boddie 

moved to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
 
 
_______________________________ 

Mayor  
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


