
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
FEBRUARY 21, 2011 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on February 21, 2011 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding.  Others present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail E. 
Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, 
Fire Chief Joel McMath, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code 
Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Officer Grant Colburn and Ray Stansell of 
the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Librarian Tina Nolen was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Boddie 
gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the agenda with the removal of 
Item No. 3 under New Business and additions of Item No. 3 under New Business 
– Permission to expend funds in the amount of $2430.00 from the Homeland 
Security Grant awarded to the Fire Department; Item No. 4 - Permission for 
Bethel Missionary Church to hold a walkathon  April 9; Item No. 5 - Permission to 
expend funds in the amount of $4500.00 from the Homeland Security Grant 
awarded to the Police Department; Item No. 6 - Hiring of part-time summer help; 
and Item No. 1 under Resolutions – Approval for Mayor to apply for a Hugh Kaul 
Grant in the amount of $90,631 and authorizing the Mayor to sign any and all 
documents for said grant.  A second was made by Council Member Echols and 
all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Counci l Member Boddie and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting.  Seconded by Counci l Member Beale all votes were unanimous. 
 
Under informational items, Mayor Fetner appointed Council Members 

Thompson and Boddie to oversee the “Urban Park” project.  Council Member 
Thompson stated that she and Council Member Boddie had been discussing the 
project and had some preliminary plans. 

 
Under Item No. 2, Angie Lett was not in attendance. 
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It was announced that a meeting for the Birding Trail would be held 

Tuesday, February 22 @ 9:00 A.M. in the City Hall auditorium. 
 
Congressman Mike Rogers will hold a “Congress on Your Corner” meeting 

on Tuesday, February 22 @ 11:00 A.M. at the Clay County Chamber office in 
Lineville. 

 
Under committee reports, Council Members Echols and Steed did not 

report. 
 
Council Member Thompson asked of Chief Davis of the status of the new 

weapons for his department.  Chief Davis stated that they had not been issued 
and was still waiting to do training.  Mrs. Thompson also asked if the Noise 
Ordinance was in effect to which the answer is yes. 

 
Council Member Boddie extended her appreciation for all the hard work 

that the maintenance department was doing. 
 
Council Member Beale reported on the status of the new roof at the Water 

Department, extended his thank you to Supervisor Robinson and Code Officer 
Raughton for all their work on the 2nd Avenue South project.  Three of the city’s 
four water tanks have been repaired and upgraded and the water department is 
still working to schedule a time to shut down the system for valve 
repairs/replacement. 

 
City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Chief Davis reported that repairs had been made to one police car over 

$400.00 and needed an additional $600.00 more done.  Permission was granted 
from the Counci l for these repairs.  Monies received from a Homeland Security 
grant wi ll be used to purchase new computers.  He had been contacted by 
Senator Gerald Dial wanting support of Senate Bill 33 which will repeal a 
previous bill which prevents police departments with a population of less than 
19,000 of writing traffic ci tations in the police jurisdiction or interstates.  It was 
asked of Council Member Boddie that the city address a letter of support to 
Senator Dial and Representative Richard Laird.   

 
Chief Davis went on to report that detour signs and barricades were 

needed for his department, he will be out of town on Thursday and Friday of this 
week and training was scheduled for February 28th and March 1st for the area law 
enforcement departments at the Eastside Community bui lding. 
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When asked about court, Chief Davis reported that 160 cases were on the 

docket and his department had scanned 220 persons before entering the 
courtroom and that everything went smoothly. 

 
Fire Chief McMath reported on the CCVFFA dinner that will be held on 

Thursday the 24th at 6:30 P.M. and the CCSEPP meeting scheduled on March 
2nd. 

 
Supervisor Robinson reported that the ditch project at the park was on 

hold until grass began growing, asked when the cemetery dedication was 
scheduled, the county has begun prepping Patty Lane for paving, it does not look 
good for free help for the summer, limb truck needs general maintenance and 
asked permission to replace tires at a cost of $1100 - $1200 (permission granted), 
and finally tryouts for baseball/softball are beginning at Williamson Ballfield 
tonight. 

 
Code Officer Raughton reported that the temporary access road at the 

Industrial Park was underway and contact had been made with the telephone 
company to move lines, stated that he would contact McElrath & Oliver 
concerning a contract for architectural work on the Wynn Building roof, asked 
that Counci l Members Boddie and Thompson meet with him and Jim Wynn 
concerning the parking area behind the “Urban Park”. 

 
Under new business, Council Member Thompson moved to approve the 

bills received since the last meeting in the amount of $3644.42.  Council Member 
Beale seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to renew a contract for grant 

services provided by L.P. Campbell Company in the amount of $5000.00.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion granting permission to Chief 

McMath to spend $2430.00 of a reimbursable Homeland Security Grant and 
$1223.00 of his department’s tax fund monies to install two (2) charging systems 
and several other items (handout) to the firetrucks.  This motion was seconded 
by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion granting permission to Bethel 

Missionary Baptist Church to hold a walkathon on April 9 beginning at 7:00 A.M.  
This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 
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Council Member Beale made a motion granting permission to Chief Davis 
to spend $4500.00 of a reimbursable Homeland Security Grant for new 
computers for his department.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Echols made a motion to advertise for 2 or 3 part-time 

summer maintenance department employees to begin work on March 14 at 
$8.00 per hour.  This motion was seconded by Council Members Beale and 
Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion approving a resolution authorizing 

the mayor to apply for a Hugh Kaul Grant in the amount of $90,631 and 
authorizing him to sign any and all documents for said grant.  This motion was 
seconded by Counci l Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
There being no further business to discuss, Council Member Thompson 

moved to adjourn. Motion was seconded by Counci l Member Echols and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


