
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
JANUARY 18, 2011 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on January 18, 2011 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Pro-Tem Bobbie J. 
Steed presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Gail E. 
Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, 
Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code Enforcement Officer Terry 
Raughton, Librarian Tina Nolen, Mary P. Smith of the Clay County Chamber and 
Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Mayor Larry J. Fetner and Fire Chief Joel McMath were both absent. 
 
 Mayor Pro-Tem Steed called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the agenda with additions 
of Item No. 3 under New Business – Purchase of firearms for Police Officers, 
Item No. 4 – Step raise for two Police Officers and Item No. 5, Purchase of 
turnouts and equipment for the Fire Department.  A second was made by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Echols moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Thompson all votes were unanimous. 
 
Under informational items, Mary P. Smith of the Clay County Chamber of 

Commerce addressed the purchase of an ad in the annual magazine at a cost of 
$800.00.  A motion was made by Council Member Thompson to purchase page 4 
of the magazine at a cost of $800.00.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous.  Ms. Smith displayed a mockup 
of the page and changes were discussed.  Ms. Smith will send another mockup 
with changes suggested. 

 
Under committee reports, Mayor Pro-Tem Steed and Council Member 

Echols did not report. 
 
Council Member Thompson reminded everyone of the ribbon cutting at 

Garden Terrace on the 19th at 12 noon. 
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Council Members Boddie and Beale both extended their appreciation to 

the city employees who were out working during the recent ice storm. 
 
City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Chief Davis reported that the City was fortunate during the ice storm with 

only one accident being reported and that it involved a city vehicle that was 
sanding the roads. 

 
Supervisor Robinson reported that Larry Simmons of the Clay County 

Hawks had presented liability insurance forms to City Hall and he had been given 
permission to use the Westside ballfield for practice, the alley project on the east 
side of the square is at a standstill until the gas line is moved prior to the pouring 
of the sidewalk, having problems with city owned red lights on the north side of 
the square and parts remaining for repairs are at a minimum, his department put 
out six (6) tons of sand during the ice storm and was currently trying to recycle 
some of it, reported on the accident to the city vehicle, asked who was in charge 
of the Birding Trail, his department will begin grass cutting in about six (6) weeks 
and asked that all look at the back of the police department where repairs and 
remodeling have been made. 

 
Council Member Beale addressed Supervisor Robinson concerning who is 

over the Birding Trail and stated that he would report back with an answer at the 
next meeting. 

 
Code Officer Raughton reported that work had stopped on the building of 

the temporary access road at the Industrial Park due to the weather, but that all 
materials were in place and the surveyor began on the sewer project at the new 
school on Monday, January 17. 

 
Librarian Nolen reported that tax forms had been received at the library 

and a grant has been applied for from Auburn University to replace computers in 
the lab. 

 
Council Member Thompson moved to approve the bills received since the 

last meeting in the amount of $36744.76.  Council Member Echols seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to accept the resignation of 

James E. Malone as Municipal Judge for the City of Ashland.  Council Member 
Thompson seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 
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Council Member Thompson made a motion to purchase eight (8) firearms 

for the Police Department at an approximate cost of $3200.00.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Upon the recommendation of Police Chief Davis, Council Member Beale 

made a motion to approve a one-step raise for Police Officers Joseph Stanford 
and Donnie Pitts due to completion of probationary time.  This increase will be to 
Range 14, Step 2 beginning immediately.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to purchase turnouts and 

equipment for the Fire Department at a cost of $1853.00.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2010-

12-20-01, an Ordinance to regulate excessive noise and to provide certain 
penalties for violations thereof.  This Ordinance will become effective five (5) 
days from posting.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and 
upon roll call vote all Council Members and Mayor Pro-Tem voted yea.  Motion 
passed. 

 
There being no further business to discuss, Council Member Thompson 

moved to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Mayor Pro-Tem 
 
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


