
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
DECEMBER 6, 2010 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on December 6, 2010 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, 
Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk Charles E. 
Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, Fire Chief 
Joel McMath, Code Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Jason Bacaj of the 
Anniston Start and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Council Member Gail E. Thompson and Maintenance Supervisor Lester 
Robinson were absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Beale gave 
the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the agenda with the addition of 
Item No. 8 under New Business – adding the approval of an increase in the 
firemen’s clothing allowance to $150.00 each. Seconded by Council Member 
Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Steed moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Steed and all votes were unanimous. 
 
Under committee reports, Council Member Echols, Council Member Steed, 

Council Member Boddie and City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Council Member Beale expressed his appreciation to Fire Chief McMath 

and his department for all their hard work. 
 
Chief Davis reported on some recommendations from Roger Owens, the 

Police Consultant for Alabama Municipal Insurance Corporation for the Police 
Department such as providing firearms to the officers at a cost of $357.00 each 
and body cameras at a cost of $125.00 each.  Mayor Fetner asked that they 
discuss the firearms more and that the cameras be placed on the next agenda 
for consideration.  Other recommendations were policy changes. 

 
Chief McMath reported on some complaints concerning the Christmas 

parade such as heavy traffic on AL Hwy 9 N at the start of the parade lineup. 
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Code Officer Raughton reported on behalf of Lester Robinson who was 

absent due to illness.  Supervisor Robinson asked permission to purchase five 
sets of coveralls for his department’s employees at a cost of $92.00 per set.  
Permission was granted.  Asked for the Mayor and Council’s input on a 
cost/share project across from Ashland Tax Service for a drainage problem.  
Reported on the amount of pipe that had been installed for the erosion problem 
at Northside Park. 

 
Code Officer Raughton also reported on the progress of the 2nd Avenue 

Project (6” line installed and tested and will begin installing services), spoke with 
Jane Ross of Goodwyn, Mills & Cawood concerning the status of the streetscape 
projects on the square (being reviewed by ALDOT) and parking to be used on 
the South side of the Square (wants to set meeting with merchants to explain 
happenings before projects begin). 

 
Librarian Nolen reported that Vickie Birdsall was tutoring in the afternoons 

at the library. 
 
Council Member Echols moved to approve the bills received since the last 

meeting in the amount of $15477.21.  Council Member Boddie seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Steed made a motion to approve a one-time raise 

(Christmas) for employees by schedule.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to close City Hall on Thursday & 

Friday, December 23 & 24 for the Christmas holiday and Friday, December 31 
for the New Year holiday.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale 
and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to change the second meeting in 

January to Tuesday, January 18 due to the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Steed made a recommendation and motion to make 

Haley Traylor a permanent employee and be given a pay increase due to the 
completion of her probationary period.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion granting authorization to Terry 

Raughton to contact C.M. Kerr Contracting to build a temporary access road in 
the Ashland Industrial Park.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
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Council Member Boddie made a motion granting permission to upgrade 

the computer in the Asst. City Clerk’s office.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to increase the fireman’s yearly 

clothing allowance to $150.00 each.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion approving a resolution authorizing 

the City of Ashland to submit a grant application under a Congressional 
Appropriation through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
FY 2010 Economic Development Initiative-Special Projects Program in the 
amount of $250,000 for water improvements, industrial access road 
improvements and engineering services and authorizing the Mayor to sign any 
and all documents to obtain said grant on behalf of the City of Ashland.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion approving a resolution to acquire 

two permanent easements @ $15,000 per easement for the construction and 
maintenance of a sewer line extension to be financed in part with CDBG SM-ED-
PF-09-003 and authorizing the Mayor to make a written offer to the property 
owners.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
There being no further business to conduct, Council Member Steed 

moved to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
 

_______________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


