
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
OCTOBER 18, 2010 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on October 18, 2010 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, 
Fire Chief Joel McMath, Randy Hanners, Code Enforcement Officer Terry 
Raughton, Librarian Tina Nolen, Sheila Chappell, Larry Simmons, Marlin Vaughn, 
Meriam Hunter and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Steed gave 
the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the agenda with the addition of 
Item No. 3 under Informational Items – Representative Richard Laird. Seconded 
by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

planning meeting.   Seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Under informational items, Sheila Chappell of the NACDC came before 

the Mayor and Council to ask that the week of October 23-31 be proclaimed as 
“Red Ribbon Campaign Week” in the City of Ashland.  This campaign 
demonstrates the City’s commitment to a drug-free lifestyle.  Ms. Chappell also 
asked permission to hold a candlelight vigil on the courthouse lawn on 
Wednesday of this week for the young lives in Clay County that have been taken 
by drugs.  Ms. Chappell was asked to speak with the Probate Judge or the 
County Commission about permission to use this area. 

 
Larry Simmons of the Clay County Hawks, along with others, came before 

the Mayor and Council to discuss the use of ballfields in Ashland for their 
practices and playing of football games.  Many items were discussed including a 
hold harmless agreement with the City, insurance on each player, etc.  Mr. 
Simmons asked for community support of their project.  Mayor Fetner explained 
that all the fields are currently being used by the Ashland Youth League and that  
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all fields were for baseball/softball not football.  It was discussed that Chuck 
Freeman would be contacted about the use of the fields and that this item will be 
placed on the next council meeting agenda. 

 
Representative Richard Laird was in attendance to present a check for the 

use of correcting an erosion problem at Northside Park.  This check, along with 
others received from Mr. Laird is greatly appreciated. 

 
Under committee reports, Council Members Echols and Steed did not 

report. 
 
Council Member Thompson expressed her appreciation for all the work 

that went into the weekend of the 2010 Year of the Smalltown/Downtown 
celebration. 

 
Council Member Boddie thanked everyone that helped with the Smalltown 

project. 
 
Council Member Beale reported on the progress of the 2nd Ave. South 

Project and other projects that were ongoing with the Water Department. 
 
Council Member Beale also complimented the Fire Department and Chief 

McMath for the programs being presented at area schools. 
 
City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Chief Davis reported that he had received notification of continuation of a 

grant that gives $200.00 monthly for the cost of the NCIC program at his 
department.  A grant has also been received to buy new bulletproof vests for his 
department.  Chief Davis also spoke briefly on the “Someone Cares” program. 

 
A decision was made to hold Halloween trick or treating in Ashland on 

Saturday, October 30th, 6 to 8 P.M. 
 
Chief McMath reported on the fire programs that were being held by his 

department at the local schools. 
 
Randy Hanners did not report for the maintenance department. 
 
Code Officer Raughton reported that the purchase of the Bishop property 

was complete and the selling of the property at the Industrial Park for use by 
Cheaha Cabinets was complete. 
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Librarian Nolen reported that they had begun a program at the local 
nursing home and the statistical reports of people using the library. 

 
Under new business, Council Member Thompson moved to approve the 

bills received the last meeting in the amount of $11389.48.  Council Member 
Boddie seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Upon the call of the Mayor, Council Member Thompson made a motion to 

go into Executive Session to discuss the good name and character of an 
employee and to reconvene the regular meeting at 5:50 P.M. This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Echols and upon roll call, all members voted yea. 

 
Council Member Echols made a motion to reconvene the regular meeting 

with a second from Council Member Thompson and all votes were unanimous. 
 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to reschedule the next regularly 

scheduled at 3:45 P.M. on November 1, 2010.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to approve a Resolution approving 

Change order No. 1 as prepared and recommended by Nelson & Company and 
authorizing the Mayor to sign said Change Order No. 1 in the amount of 
$1322.00 on a contract for water and street improvements on 2nd Avenue South 
funded through CDBG SM-CE-PF-09-039.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
There being no further business, Council Member Beale moved to adjourn.  

Motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 

 
_______________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 


