
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
JULY 6, 2010 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on July 6, 2010 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, 
Rebecca G. Boddie, and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk Charles E. 
Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, Fire Chief 
Joel McMath, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code Enforcement 
Officer Terry Raughton, Librarian Tina Nolen, and Ray Stansell of the Clay-Times 
Journal. 
 
 Council Member Gail E. Thompson was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Steed moved to approve the agenda with the removal of 
Item No. 4 under New Business and the addition of the hiring of a new police 
officer under New Business. This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
There were no informational items. 
 
Under committee reports, Mayor Fetner commended Council Member 

Boddie for her work on the Birding Trail luncheon that was held recently. 
 
Council Members Echols and Steed did not report. 
 
Council Member Boddie reported that the Birding Trail luncheon/meeting 

went well and if anyone wanted information or to read the minutes of the meeting 
they were online. 

 
Council Member Beale also commended Council Member Boddie for a job 

well done. 
 
City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 



07/06/2010         Page 2 
 

Chief Davis reported that his department had received notification of an 
ADECA Grant in the amount of $25,000 to purchase equipment.   

 
Chief McMath did not report. 
 
Supervisor Robinson reported that SIFAT had donated 180 man hours to 

his department and he was much appreciative; the front apron for the handicap 
ramp at the new restrooms is complete; the section of the walking trail that 
crossed the drive into the park has been removed and the restrooms are now 
being opened at 7 AM and closed at 10 PM daily. 

 
Code Officer Raughton reported that he and Supervisor Robinson had 

attended to State sale, but vehicles were too costly for what the City was looking 
for; the Richard Bishop property located on the South side of the Courthouse 
Square can be purchased for $15,000; and a temporary road into the Industrial 
Park needs to be in place as soon as possible.   

 
Mr. Raughton was asked by the Mayor and Council to contact Brian Smith, 

Clay County Engineer about the possible construction of the temporary road. 
 
Librarian Nolen reported that the Master Gardeners of Clay County will be 

donating $200 worth of books concerning gardening to the library. 
 
Council Member Echols moved to approve the bills received since the last 

meeting in the amount of $11039.64.  Council Member Beale seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Echols made a motion to table a decision on the 

appointment to the Water Board.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to work in conjunction with Clay 

County to repave (tar and gravel) Patty Lane at an approximate cost of $15,000.  
This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Steed made a motion to hire Heath Jones as a certified 

police officer to begin the following day at a rate of Range 14, Step 6.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
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Under old business, Council Member Beale addressed the Mayor and 
Council and stated that he would like to present a recommendation to appoint 
Mayor Fetner to the Water Board.  Mr. Beale stated that this had been customary 
and asked that the Council consider it before a decision is made on the 
appointment. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion approving Ordinance No. 2010-06-

21-01 declaring real property located in the Town of Ashland, Alabama (formerly 
known as Wall park) as no longer needed for public or municipal purposes and 
conveying said property to the Ashland Housing Development Corporation.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
An Ordinance providing for the seizure and forfeiture of automobiles when, 

upon demand of a law enforcement officer, the driver cannot produce a valid 
driver’s license was presented for the first reading. 

 
There being no further business, Council Member Echols moved to 

adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
 
 
Attest:___________________________ 


