
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
MARCH 1, 2010 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on March 1, 2010 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, 
Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk Charles E. 
Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, 
Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code Enforcement Officer Terry 
Raughton, Librarian Tina Nolen, Fire Chief Joel McMath, Brady Pitts, Martha 
Denson, Ashley Simmons Faust and Ray Stansell of the Clay-Times Journal. 
 
 Council Member Gail E. Thompson was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Boddie 
gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Steed moved to approve the agenda with changes.  Add 
Item No. 4 under New Business, Approval to write a resolution for nuisance 
abatement of property located on 4th Street East; and Item No. 5, Purchase of 
new supply hoses for the Fire Department at a cost of $6175.00. This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Council Member Echols seconded the motion and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
Under informational items, Mayor Fetner announced that the Clay County 

Chamber of Commerce has asked to change the location of the annual Arts & 
Crafts event this summer from Northside Park to the Courthouse Square.  All 
were in agreement.  Maintenance Supervisor Robinson stated that this would be 
better for all concerned. 

 
Brady Pitts spoke on behalf of the Clay County High DECA program.  Mr. 

Pitts along with others have planned a fundraiser which includes a tennis 
tournament at Northside Park on Saturday, April 24th.  This fundraiser will benefit 
the students with autism.  Mr. Pitts was accompanied by Martha Denson and 
Ashley Simmons Faust who also commented on the different things that this 
fundraiser will help accomplish.  Mr. Pitts asked that they receive assistance 
cleaning the park the day before the event.  All were in agreement to assist. 
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Under committee reports, Council Members Echols and Steed did not 

report. 
 
Council Member Boddie reported that the two buildings from the water 

department had been razed and was anxious to see the old jail come down. 
 
Council Member Beale reported on the water sheds and the possibility of 

the birding trails.  Council Member Beale stated that there had been illegal 
logging on the water shed property and that people had been using the site as a 
dump.  Also discussed was the possibility of surveying this property. 

 
City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Police Chief Davis reported on the illegal logging at the water sheds and 

the options for prosecution. 
 
 Chief Davis also asked permission to purchase furniture for the 

investigators office.  Several options were discussed. 
 
Chief McMath reported that he had a completed draft of his department’s 

SOP and would leave it at City Hall for the Mayor and Council Members to look 
at. 

 
Supervisor Robinson reported that he would soon be receiving a quote to 

repair lights at Northside ballfield, his department was trying to compete the 
footing for the new restroom at Northside Park, sand was ready for the possible 
inclement weather tomorrow, the new state championship signs have been 
mounted, possible ordinance for placement of tape, etc. on the new canopy poles, 
meeting with Randy Mitchell of ALDOT the following day and new federal 
regulations for street signs. 

 
Code Officer Raughton thanked the maintenance department for all their 

help on removing the water board buildings, reported that equipment has been 
rented for the razing of the old jail, new lights under the canopies and painting on 
the square. 

 
Librarian Nolen reported that Representative Richard Laird had made a 

donation of $500.00 to the library. 
 
Under new business, Council Member Boddie moved to approve the bills 

received since the last meeting in the amount of $6703.11.  Council Member 
Echols seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 
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Chief Davis opened the only bid received from Southern Software, Inc. in 

the amount of $37,321.00 for software for the police department to be paid with 
grant funds.  Due to the time from the first submission of the grant and request 
for bids the purchase prices have increased and Chief Davis stated that only 
$30,000.00 could be used for this purchase from one grant, but that the balance 
could be paid from another grant.  Chief Davis will look over the submitted bid for 
correct specifications. 

 
Council Member Steed moved to appoint John D. Sandlin to the Industrial 

Development Authority to complete the term of James McDonald.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to reappoint Leonard Brooks and 

Don Shepard to another term on the Industrial Development Authority.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to write a resolution for nuisance 

abatement of property located on 4th Street East in the city limits of Ashland to be 
presented at the next regularly scheduled council meeting.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to purchase new supply hoses for 

the Fire Department to be paid from the Fire Department Tax Fund in the amount 
of $6175.00.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
Under old business, Mayor Fetner reported to the Council about moving 

the balance of a CD that was previously approved for disbursement to Capital 
Improvement Fund. 

 
 Council Member Beale made a motion to suspend the rules to consider 

Ordinance No. 2010-03-01-01, an ordinance amending zoning to certain property 
in the city limits of Ashland, Alabama.  Council Member Echols seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call vote, Council Members Echols, Steed, Boddie and Beale 
along with Mayor Fetner all voted yea.  Motion passed. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion approving Ordinance No. 2010-

03-01-01, an ordinance amending zoning to certain property in the city limits of 
Ashland, Alabama.  Rezoning of property located on Alabama Highway 77 North 
from R-MH District to B-1 District.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Steed and upon roll call vote Council Member Echols, Steed, Boddie 
and Beale along with Mayor Fetner voted yea.  Motion passed. 
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Council Member Beale made a motion to accept the first reading of a 

proposed ordinance prohibiting electronic messaging while driving.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
There being no further business, Council Member Boddie moved to 

adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Members Echols and Beale and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

_______________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
 
 
Attest:___________________________ 


