
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
JANUARY 19, 2010 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on January 19, 2010 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail 
E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present were City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Fire Chief Joel McMath, 
Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Librarian Tina Nolen, Code 
Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Officer Joseph Stanford, Baron Sandlin, 
Sheila Chappell and Ray Stansell of the Clay-Times Journal. 
 
 Police Chief Benny Davis was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Echols 
gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the agenda with changes.  Add 
Item No. 2 under Informational Items, Placement of city cemetery on State 
Historical Preservation Registry. This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Council Member Boddie seconded the motion and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Steed moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
Baron Sandlin of Northeast Alabama Community Development 

Corporation was conducting a drug program at two high schools in the county 
with a total of 189 students.  This program will be held for 11 weeks.  Mr. Sandlin 
asked for $500.00 to help with the instructional materials that were needed for 
the classes.  This appropriation will be placed on the next council meeting 
agenda. 

 
Council Member Boddie presented the Mayor and other Council Members 

with information concerning the placement of the city cemetery on the State 
Historical Preservation Registry.  Permission was given to Ms. Boddie to go 
ahead with this project. 
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Mayor Fetner presented letters of commendation to Officer Joseph 

Stanford and Fire Chief Joel McMath for their work on finding and containing a 
recent fire at the Clay County Courthouse.  Officer Wesley Smith also received a 
letter of commendation, but was not able to attend the meeting due to being at 
the police academy. 

 
Council Members Echols, Steed and Boddie did not report. 
 
Council Member Thompson asked that the maintenance department 

check the light on the welcome sign at the primary school. 
 
Council Member Beale reported that due to the freezing weather of late, 

the water department along with assistance from the maintenance department 
had been working on water leaks. 

 
Council Member Beale also added his thanks to the police and fire 

departments for their quick response to the courthouse fire.  Council Member 
Beale congratulated Chief McMath for his appointment to the 911 Board. 

 
City Clerk Foster reported on some misunderstandings on the new Blue 

Cross insurance coverage. 
 
Chief McMath reported that the EMT classes and training for his 

department were going well. 
 
Chief McMath went on to state that his department had a good working 

relationship with the police department 
 
Maintenance Supervisor Robinson reported that several streets had to be 

closed during the recent weather and there was a problem with sanding, but that 
he would be more prepared the next time.  A Surety Bond was due in that would 
be submitted to ADECA for the park restroom project.  His department is 
completing the cleaning of the gutters.  A schedule has been set and residents 
have approved the correction of a drainage problem on Eldred Street.  The 
temporary employees were working well.  Reported that material had been 
ordered to repair streets after the freezing weather.  Asked that after the 
completion of the canopy restoration around the square that an ordinance be 
approved to keep people from “sticking” things up on the posts. 

 
Code Officer Raughton reported that due to the weather the 1st phase of 

the Streetscape project was behind, but that the contractors were going to work 
weekends if needed.  The electrical work on the project was almost complete. 
The Wynn Building roof had water leaks due to the freezing weather. Ryan 
Nelson was busy working on the 2nd phase of the streetscape. 
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Librarian Nolen asked that Mayor Fetner kick off the reading program on 

February 1 by reading the first page of the book.  Ms. Nolen also announced that 
income tax forms were available at the library. 

 
Under new business, Council Member Thompson moved to approve the 

bills received since the last meeting in the amount of $6749.43.  Council Member 
Boddie seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Mayor Fetner made a motion to hire Haley Traylor as Senior Center Van 

Driver with a pay rate of Range 7, Step 3 or $7.75 per hour.  Ms. Traylor will 
need to submit for a drug screen and a background check.  She will begin 
employment on January 25, 2010.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
It was announced that a meeting for the 2010 Smalltowns & Downtowns 

would be held immediately after the council meeting. 
 
Council Member Beale made a motion approving a resolution to be used 

when applying for admission to the National Flood Insurance Program.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
A Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance was introduced and will be placed 

on the next scheduled meeting’s agenda. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Council Member Thompson 

moved to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
 
 

 
_______________________________ 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
Attest:___________________________ 


