
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
SEPTEMBER 8, 2009 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on September 8, 2009 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding.  The meeting had been rescheduled due to the Labor Day holiday. 
Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, Gail E. 
Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present was City Clerk 
Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis,  
Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code Enforcement Officer Terry 
Raughton, Dennis Robertson, Stan Gaither, Carletta Singleton and Ray Stansell 
of the Clay-Times Journal. 
 
 Fire Chief Joel McMath and Librarian Tina Nolen were absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and thanked the Council and 
City employees for everything that was done to help his family during the illness 
and passing of his wife Raynell.  Council Member Boddie gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the agenda with the 
following additions.  Under New Business, Item No. 5.  Acceptance of resignation 
from a City Police Officer; Item No. 6.  Open the position of City Police Officer 
and Item No. 7.  Approval to write resolutions for nuisance abatements.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  Seconded by Council Members Thompson and Boddie and 
votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 

Under informational items, Carletta Singleton with the US Census Bureau 
gave a very informative talk on the ways that the City of Ashland can help with 
the 2010 Census. 

 
Under Item No. 2. it was decided that a meeting be planned between the 

Mayor and Council and the Water Works & Sewer Board before any decision 
was made on the appointment of a board member. 

 
Under committee reports, Council Member Echols did not report. 
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Council Member Steed reported on a thank you note received from 

Librarian Tina Nolen thanking the Mayor and Council for the purchase of a new 
monitor for the library. 

 
Council Member Thompson did not report. 
 
Council Member Boddie stated that the city maintenance employees were 

keeping the city in good shape.  Ms. Boddie also stated that the Fire 
Department’s members looked nice in their dress uniforms. 

 
Council Member Beale spoke on the needed cooperation of the city with 

the Census Bureau especially the Ashland Housing Authority. 
 
City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Police Chief Davis stated that his department had been busy. The 

department had 368 calls for service during the month of August and had just 
completed a “Blitz” drive. 

 
Chief Davis asked permission for the police officers and reserve officers to 

attend a firearm training program at a cost of $25.00 each.  Should be twelve 
people total attending   Permission was given. 

 
Maintenance Supervisor Robinson reported that he would get with Bill 

Morris concerning the transfer of the cannons, the Storm Shelter sign has been 
put in place, his department had been patching potholes, the restroom at the 
Northside Park had been moved to the maintenance department facility and 
asked the Council’s decision on the bathroom facility that is to be purchased with 
a RTP Grant.  The Council made a decision to purchase two restroom facilities 
with stainless steel amenities. 

 
Code Enforcement Officer Raughton did not report. 
 
Council Member Thompson moved to approve the bills received since the 

last meeting in the amount of $12283.16.  Council Member Echols seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Echols made a motion authorizing Ronald Robertson, 

Revenue Commissioner of Clay County to assess and collect property taxes for 
the City of Ashland.  Council Member Beale seconded the motion and all votes 
were unanimous. 
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Council Member Beale made a motion to allow Teen Challenge to use 

office space at the Wynn Building on a temporary basis.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson moved to table a decision on the stop sign 

located at the intersection of 2nd Avenue North and 2nd Street NW.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale moved to accept the resignation of Police Officer 

Billy Cooper effective this date.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale moved to open the position of police officer with 

pay ranges by standard range and step and Chief Davis to advertise the position 
for two weeks.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie moved to approve the writing of resolutions for 

nuisance abatements on property located within the city limits of Ashland that 
were discussed at a Public Hearing held earlier this date.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to adopt a resolution affirming the 

City of Ashland’s support of and partnership with the 2010 Census.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Ordinance No. 2009-09-08-01 levying a privilege, license or excise tax 

against persons, firms, or corporations storing, using, or otherwise consuming or 
engaged in the business of selling at retail tangible personal property or 
conducting  places of amusement in the Town of Ashland, Alabama; or within its 
police jurisdiction; provides for the collection of the said taxes; provides for 
penalties for the violation of this ordinance; and repeals a prior ordinance levying 
similar taxes was introduced.  This ordinance will be placed on the next agenda 
for approval. 
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There being no further business to discuss, Council Member Thompson 

moved to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Members Echols and Beale 
and all votes were unanimous. 

 
 

 
 
_______________________________ 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
Attest:___________________________ 


