
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
AUGUST 17, 2009 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on August 17, 2009 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding.  Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, 
Gail E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present was City 
Clerk Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny 
Davis, Fire Chief Joel McMath, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code 
Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Johnie Sentell, Melvine Sentell, Leland 
Steed, Hunter Rollins, Rickey Farr, Scotty Parker, Marty Rollins of Alabama 810 
and Ray Stansell of the Clay-Times Journal. 
 
 Librarian Tina Nolen was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Thompson 
gave the invocation.  Mayor Fetner asked that a special prayer be given for the 
Turner family for the passing of the former mayor’s wife, Charlotte Turner.  Mayor 
Fetner stated that all city flags will be flown at half staff for the week. 
 

Council Member Thompson moved to approve the agenda with an 
addition of Item No. 4 under New Business – Approval of purchase of pager for 
the Fire Department.  This motion was seconded by Council Members Echols 
and Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

planning meeting.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Beale the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Under informational items, Mayor Fetner presented Rickey Farr and 

Scotty Parker with a Resolution honoring the Clay County Rescue Squad on their 
40th Anniversary.  This resolution had been approved at a previous meeting. 

 
A written request had been received from the local town merchants with 

ideas to help with the parking problems on the square.  It was discussed that 
Police Chief Davis and local merchant Johnie Sentell would work on a parking 
ordinance. 

 
Under committee reports, Council Members Echols and Steed did not 

report. 
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Council Member Thompson reported that she had been in contact with a 

lady who will be the Grand Marshal at the annual Christmas parade.  A contract 
will be received in October or November. 

 
Council Member Boddie reported that the Maintenance Department was 

working hard and everything was looking good. 
 
Council Member Beale reported that Brad Wolfe had been in contact with 

different people concerning the birding trails.  Mr. Beale also reported on the 
status of the new Water Board building. 

 
City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
Chief Davis reported that the Grant from ADECA had been completed and 

was awaiting reimbursement.  His department is also beginning a new grant 
which will require reimbursed overtime for his department. 

 
Chief Davis reported that the City would have to be 100% compliant with 

NIMS so the City would continue to be eligible to receive federal funding during 
disasters.  It was decided that Chief Davis would be the principal point of contact 
for NIMS compliance. 

 
Fire Chief McMath did not report. 
 

 Maintenance Supervisor Robinson reported that the Storm Shelter sign 
was ready to be put up.  The old restroom at the Northside Park was being 
moved to the maintenance building for pick up by the Clay County Board of 
Education. 
 
 Code Enforcement Office Raughton reported that the pad for the Water 
Department building was ready. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the bills received since the 
last meeting in the amount of $8666.92.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols made a motion to reschedule the next regular 
meeting due to the Labor Day holiday.  The meeting was rescheduled to 
Tuesday, September 8, 2009 at 5:00 P.M.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Beale made a motion to transfer Wesley L. Smith from 
the Police Department to the Maintenance Department beginning August 24 at  
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pay rate of $8.21 per hour.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Echols made a motion to allow the purchase of a new 
pager for the Fire Department at a cost of $475.00.  This purchase is to be made 
with fire department tax funds.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Under old business, Council Member Steed moved to transfer funds from 
a CD to General Fund.  This was tabled at a previous meeting.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson made a motion to adopt a resolution 
authorizing the submission of a Pre-Application and a Full-Application under the 
Appalachian Regional Commission Program for sewer improvements to support 
private investment and the creation of new employment opportunities in the 
amount of $250,000 and authorizing the Mayor to sign any and all documents to 
obtain said grant.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all 
votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie made a motion to adopt a resolution authorizing 
the submission of a Grant Application under the Community Development Block 
Grant/Economic Development Fund for sewer improvements to support private 
investment and the creation of new employment opportunities in the amount of 
$250,000 and authorizing the Mayor to sign any and all documents to obtain said 
grant.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes 
were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 08-17-01-
2009 which authorizes the mayor to sign the agreement for Project No. STPTE-
TE09(966) (Sidewalks and Streetscape along 2nd Avenue North, AL 9, AL 77 and 
2nd Street East) with the State of Alabama, acting by and through the Alabama 
Department of Transportation relating to a Transportation Enhancement project 
with partial funding by the Federal Highway Administration.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
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There being no further business to discuss, Council Member Boddie 

moved to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes 
were unanimous. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
Attest:___________________________ 


