
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
AUGUST 3, 2009 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on August 3, 2009 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding.  Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, 
Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present was City Clerk Charles E. 
Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Fireman Josh Nelson, Maintenance 
Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, 
Librarian Tina Nolen, Stan Gaither and Dennis Robertson of Teen Challenge, 
Emily Nelson, Johnie Sentell, Melvine Sentell, two representatives of Shadow 
Valley Rescue of Alexander City, Tina Rollins, Marty Rollins of Alabama 810 and 
Ray Stansell of the Clay-Times Journal. 
 
 Council Member Gail E. Thompson, Fire Chief Joel McMath and Police 
Chief Benny Davis were all absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Steed gave 
the invocation. 
 

Council Member Boddie moved to approve the agenda with no changes.  
This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Steed and all votes were unanimous. 
 
Under informational items, Representatives of the Shadow Valley Rescue 

of Alexander City were late in arriving.  It was stated that the City would not allow 
the skate park to be used for a fundraiser and also that the park was for the use 
of the citizens of Ashland and the surrounding communities.  Not to mention the 
liability factor of a skating contest. 

 
Maintenance Supervisor Robinson gave the Mayor and Council an update 

on the status of the Recreational Trails Project for restrooms.  Mr. Robinson is to 
meet with Louise Campbell on Wednesday of this week. 

 
Dennis Robertson presented the Mayor and Council with information 

concerning Teen Challenge.  Mr. Robertson and Stan Gaither both serve as 
board members.  Teen Challenge is a faith based residential and non-residential 
care for drug and alcohol rehabilitation.  At this time Mr. Robertson is seeking 
office space to interview and access teens for the program.  It was stated that Mr. 
Robertson will meet with Terry Raughton concerning possible space at the Wynn 
Building. 
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Under committee reports, Council Member Echols and Steed did not 

report. 
 
Council Member Boddie reported that the meeting for 2010 – Year of the 

Small Towns and Downtowns to be held on Monday, August 10 has been 
cancelled and will be rescheduled. 

 
Council Member Beale reported that work was ongoing on the site for the 

new water board maintenance building. 
 
City Clerk Foster and Code Enforcement Officer Raughton did not report. 
 

 Josh Nelson reported on service work that was needed on the firetrucks.  
Service was needed on Engine #3 from North AL Emergency Vehicle 
Maintenance at an approximate cost of $1300.00.  The A/C needed repair on 
Engine #3 and the pump test on several engines at a cost of $175.00 each. 
 
 Maintenance Supervisor Robinson reported on giving the artillery back to 
the VFW for the placement at the Lineville Veterans’ Park, new city limit signs 
were going up, the new bleachers for Westside have been received and will be 
put together at a later date, thanked Council Members Boddie and Steed for 
attending the SIFAT workers go-away at the maintenance building, seasonal 
employees will be leaving next week and that the storm shelter sign had been 
received and was ready for placement. 
 
 Librarian Tina Nolen reported that Betty Lovelady would be returning to 
work on Monday, August 10th, the library had applied for a grant through LSTA, 
the monitor, purchased by the City, had been received and was working well and 
Mrs. Nolen thanked the maintenance department for all their recent work at the 
library. 
 
 Under new business, Council Member Steed moved to approve the bills 
received since the last meeting in the amount of $8226.78.  Council Member 
Boddie seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie made a motion authoring the Mayor to sign an 
acceptance letter to proceed with funding of a FY2009 Transportation 
Enhancement Program grant with funding of 20% local funds.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie made a motion to table a decision on the 
approval of transferring funds from a CD to General Fund until the next meeting.  
This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 
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 Upon the recommendation of Police Chief Davis, Council Member Boddie 
made a motion to increase the rate of pay for Office Joseph Stanford by one 
range due to his graduation from the police academy.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Steed and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Under other business, Johnie Sentell, a local merchant stated that the 
purchase of the old post office by the Clay County Historical Society had been 
completed and a new roof was being put on. 
 
 There being no further business to discuss, Council Member Beale moved 
to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
Attest:___________________________ 


