
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
JULY 6, 2009 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on July 6, 2009 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding.  Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, 
Gail E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present was City 
Clerk Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny 
Davis, Fire Chief Joel McMath, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Code 
Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Avery Morris, County Commissioner Kevin 
Kiser, Leland Steed and Ray Stansell of the Clay-Times Journal. 
 
 Librarian Tina Nolen was absent. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Beale gave 
the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the agenda with the following 
additions.  Add Item No. 1 under Informational items – Avery Morris of ACJIC; 
Item No. 2.  Removal of stop sign at Harris Plumbing and Item No. 3. Notice of 
variance granted by the Planning Commission. Motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all 
votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Echols the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Under informational items, Avery Morris, Supervisory Agent for ACJIC 
presented the Mayor and Council with information about the ACJIC and some of 
their services that the City might use.  One service needed at this time is 
background checks of employees.  Mr. Morris stated that there was a $75.00 
annual fee and $12.50 per check.  It was asked that this be placed on the 
agenda for the next scheduled meeting. 
 
 Chief Davis is to study the placement of a stop sign(s) at the intersection 
of 2nd Avenue North and 2nd Street NW. 
 
 Under committee reports, Council Member Echols did not report. 
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Council Member Steed reported that she had spoken with Maintenance 
Supervisor Robinson concerning the placement of a sign at the public storm 
shelter.  Ms. Steed stated that Mr. Robinson stated that he would be acquiring 
the needed sign. 

 
Council Member Thompson reported that a sign was needed for 

placement at the Senior Center.  Mrs. Thompson will get with Maintenance 
Supervisor Robinson or Stan Gaither at the Ashland Housing Authority to see 
about obtaining said signage. 

 
Council Member Thompson commended the maintenance department for 

all their hard work. 
 

 Council Member Thompson reported that an Open House has been 
scheduled for Friday, July 31, 2009 from 11:00 – 1:00.  East Alabama 
Commission will not serve meals on that date and the participants will be able to 
attend and enjoy the refreshments. 
 
 Council Member Boddie also commended the hard work of the 
maintenance department. 
 
 Council Member Beale asked that the Council meet at the Fire 
Department to look over the improvements that have been made.  It was stated 
that the Council could hold a planning meeting at 4:00 prior to the next scheduled 
council meeting if Chief McMath was available.  Council Member Beale also 
expressed his thanks to Chief McMath for all his hard work. 
 
 City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
 Chief Davis asked that an ordinance be approved to tow vehicles when 
someone is stopped and does not have valid license.  He stated that City 
Attorney John K. Johnson was looking over a draft of the ordinance. 
 
 Chief Davis reported that a local business was selling unstamped 
cigarettes.  Due to the fact that the City’s tobacco ordinance was outdated (last 
amended 1959) it was hard to enforce.  Chief Davis asked that the City adopt a 
new tobacco ordinance.  Chief Davis is to check with City Attorney concerning 
this ordinance. 
 
 Chief Davis reported that the NCIC update was complete and that the City 
should begin to see a saving on the rental costs. 
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 Chief Davis reported that skid-car training for his department and the 
maintenance department will be held at Ft. McClellan on July 21, 21 &22. 
 
 Chief Davis asked permission to register two (2) employees for the ACJIC 
conference to be held in September.  Permission granted. 
 
 Chief Davis reported that the storm sirens had been tested and keys 
distributed to all officers to open the new storm shelter. 
 
 Fire Chief McMath did not report. 
 
 Maintenance Supervisor Robinson introduced a portfolio to the Council 
that had been submitted to ADECA for the closing of the landscaping grant. 
 
 Supervisor Robinson gave the Council prices on the refurbishing of the 
bleachers versus the price of new bleachers.  Permission was granted to 
purchase new bleachers for Westside Park at a cost of $2061.00. 
 
 Supervisor Robinson reported on the meeting at the Clay County Justice 
Center on floodplain maps. 
 
 Also discussed by Supervisor Robinson was the sign at the storm shelter, 
new city limit signs (town versus city due to population), permission to put hasp 
and locks on the bathrooms at the Northside Park (permission granted), 
placement of surplus property on the next agenda for disposal and to use the 
funds gained from the sale of the surplus property to purchase needed mechanic 
tools for his department. 
 
 Code Enforcement Officer Raughton reported that he was working on 
several nuisance abatements in the City.  Copies of which have been distributed 
to the Mayor and Council. 
 
 Officer Raughton also reported that he had received plans for the 
Streetscape Project, Phase II and that they had been submitted to ALDOT for 
approval.  The City has been approved for a grant that has a 20% match. 
 
 Under new business, Council Member Thompson moved to approve the 
bills received since the last meeting in the amount of $29707.62.  Council 
Member Boddie seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson made a motion for the City of Ashland to 
proceed with a land swap with the Water Board and puchase/build the Water 
Board a maintenance building on the above mentioned land at the City’s cost to  
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be leased back to the Water Board as a lease/purchase contract.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson made a motion to table a decision on the 
purchase/installation of a fence at the Northside Skate Park.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 There being no further business, Council Member Echols moved to 
adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were 
unanimous. 
     
 
  
_______________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
 
 
Attest:___________________________ 


