
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
JUNE 1, 2009 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on June 1, 2009 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding.  Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, 
Gail E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present was City 
Clerk Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny 
Davis, Fire Chief Joel McMath, Code Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, 
Librarian Tina Nolen, Maintenance Supervisor Lester Robinson, Rickey Smith,  
Louise Campbell and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Thompson 
gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Beale moved to approve the agenda with the following 
additions.  Add Item No. 2 under Informational Items – Retaining wall on 3rd 
Avenue North; under New Business, Item No. 7 – Hiring of new police officer and 
Item No. 8 – Purchase of items for the Fire Department. Motion was seconded by 
Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
planning meeting.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all 
votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Thompson the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 Under Informational Items, Stormy Heath, who had requested to address 
the City Council, was not in attendance. 
 
 Council Member Beale spoke on behalf of the Ashland Housing Authority 
to request permission to place a retaining wall on 3rd Avenue North at the 
Westside Housing Authority.  The wall will have to be partially placed on the City 
of Ashland’s Right-of Way.  Permission was granted for the placement of this wall. 
 
 Under committee reports, Council Member Echols reported that she had 
been informed of some bleachers that were not being used at the old Bibb 
Graves High School facility.  Maintenance Supervisor Robinson stated that he 
would contact someone concerning the bleachers before getting prices on new 
ones or materials to renovate the old ones at Westside Ballfield. 
 
 Council Member Steed did not report. 
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 Council Member Thompson reported on a meeting with the engineers 
concerning repairs at the Wynn Building and the 2nd phase of the Downtown 
Streetscape project. 
 
 Council Member Boddie reported that the maintenance employees were 
doing a good job even with the shortage of employees. 
 
 Council Member Beale stated that the completed roof on the pavilion at 
Northside Park looked good.   
 
 City Clerk Foster did not report. 
 
 Chief Davis reported that his department had completed the Click-It or 
Ticket program and that a large number of citations had been written. 
 
 Chief Davis also reported that his department had been approved to 
switch to the internet line for the NCIC machine and would be in service soon 
which will save money for the City. 
 
 Chief Davis reported on credit history reports for pre-employment.  This 
item is to be placed on the next agenda. 
 
 Chief Davis also reported that his department was no longer allowed to 
use the NCIC for pre-employment checks, but that they could be accessed 
through another means at a cost.  This item is to be placed on the next agenda. 
 
 Chief McMath reported that his department was looking into pre-fire 
planning for businesses in Ashland. 
 
 Chief McMath asked permission to paint the fire hydrants in the City.  
Council Member Beale stated that he would speak to the Water Department 
concerning this. 
 
 Chief McMath also discussed the different items that needed to be 
purchased for his department. 
 
 Supervisor Robinson handed out a list of completed projects for his 
department which included the repair of the generator at the police department 
and other items.   
 
 Supervisor Robinson asked permission to declare surplus some old 
equipment that was stored at the maintenance shop. 
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 Code Officer Raughton reported that the batteries had been installed in 
the storm sirens.  Mr. Raughton also reported that Attorney James Malone was 
working on the paperwork to obtain the Adams property. 
 
 Librarian Nolen reported that the Summer Reading Program would begin 
Tuesday, June 2.  The library was also busy with children and their summer 
reading list. 
 
 Librarian Nolen also reported that Senator Kim Benefield had given the 
library a donation of $500.00.  Ms. Nolen asked that she use the donation to 
purchase a new computer but asked if the city would purchase a monitor.  Clerk 
Foster stated that a monitor could be purchased for less than $200.00.  
Permission was given for the purchase. 
 
 Council Member Boddie moved to approve the bills received since the last 
meeting in the amount of $11273.79.  Council Member Echols seconded the 
motion and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Beale made a motion approving the contract between the 
City of Ashland and the Animal Rescue Foundation.  This motion was seconded 
by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council member Thompson made a motion for a letter to be written to the 
Judges, District Attorney and other individuals connected with the county court 
system concerning the parking on the square.  This motion was seconded by 
Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie made a motion to remove a stop sign located on 
2nd Street NW in front of Harris Plumbing.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson made a motion to table a decision of the 
approval of the Clay County Chamber contract until the next meeting.  This 
motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Beale made a motion to purchase safety vests for the 
police department at an approximate cost of $412.00.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Steed made a motion to hire Wesley Smith as a non-
certified police officer to begin immediately.  Mr. Smith will enter the police 
academy in August.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and 
all votes were unanimous. 
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 Council Member Thompson made a motion to purchase items for the fire 
department to supply two trucks at an approximate cost of less than $10,000.00.  
This purchase will be made from the Fire Department Tax Fund.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Boddie made a motion to approve a Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor to sign any and all documents to apply for a grant in the 
amount of, but not to exceed $500,000, from ADECA under the ARRA and 
through the CDBG program to assist with Downtown Renovation activities 
including drainage improvements and parking area improvements.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Thompson and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Beale made a motion to approve a Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor to sign any and all documents to apply for a grant in the 
amount of, but not to exceed $250,000 from ADECA under the EECBG program 
and funded through the ARRA to help reduce energy consumption at the Wynn 
Building through building retrofits.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson made a motion approving a Resolution 
honoring Mrs. Ann Ingram Larry on her 100th birthday.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson made a motion to approve a Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor to sign any and all documents for ADECA grant under the 
Recreational Trails Program.  This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 At this time, Council Member Thompson moved to go into Executive 
Session to discuss the good name and character of an employee.  It was stated 
that the regular council meeting would reconvene in 15 minutes.  This motion 
was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to reconvene the regular council 
meeting.  Council Member Boddie seconded the motion and all votes were 
unanimous. 
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 There being no further business, Council Member Boddie moved to 
adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 
 
 
  
_______________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
 
 
Attest:___________________________ 


