
REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

     
APRIL 20, 2009 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on April 20, 2009 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding.  Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, 
Gail E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale. Also present was City 
Clerk Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny 
Davis, Code Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Maintenance Supervisor 
Lester Robinson, Leland Steed, Rickey Smith, Stan Gaither, Jennifer Alam and 
Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal. 
 
 Fire Chief Joel McMath and Librarian Tina Nolen were absent. 
 
 Mayor Larry J. Fetner called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Beale moved to approve the agenda with changes and 
additions.  Item No. 2 under informational items was moved to Item No. 6 under 
new business.  Added items were – Item No. 3 under informational items, Stan 
Gaither; Item No. 7 under new business, Consideration of contract with Goodwyn, 
Mills & Cawood for engineering services for TE Grant; Item No. 8, writing of letter 
to Water Board to allow them the run water lines outside of city limits without the 
resident being annexed in to the City; Item No. 9 Reassignment of Greg Keef to a 
part-time position and reassignment of Kay Harris to a full time position with the 
police department.  Under other business, Item No. 3 was added, Recognition of 
Randy Gidley for ten (10) years of service. This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Thompson and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Beale moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting. Seconded by Council Member Boddie all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Under informational items, Lisa Runyan was not in attendance.  
 

Jennifer Alam presented the Mayor and Council with statistics of the city’s 
website.  Items were discussed to be placed on the website. 

 
Stan Gaither spoke to the Mayor and Council concerning the placement of 

a guardrail on his property on High Pine Road.  Mr. Gaither stated that the Clay 
County Engineer’s office had spoken with him concerning a grant to pave High 
Pine Road that stipulated that a guardrail be placed on his property.  Mr. Gaither 
further stated that he was told that due to the fact that High Pine Road was a 
county road, the City of Ashland would have to pass a resolution taking the road 
and would have to accept the responsibility and liability of the road.  Discussion  
 



04/20/2009         Page 2 
 
was held on the possibility of the resolution, but a decision was not made at this 
time. 

 
Under committee reports, Council Members Echols, Steed, Thompson 

and Boddie did not report. 
 
Council Member Beale reported that he is still working on the “recaptured” 

funds for the Water Board and if these funds are received, the Board will be able 
to either build or purchase a new building for Water Maintenance. 

 
City Clerk Foster, Chief Benny Davis and Code Officer Raughton did not 

report. 
 
Maintenance Supervisor Robinson distributed copies of the maintenance 

department’s weekly tasks and reported the following – cutting of the right-of-
ways will begin on Tuesday, they will begin cleaning the Courthouse Square on 
Fridays instead of Thursdays and will have no more nine (9) hour work days, 
reported on the status of the landscaping at the storm shelter and the planting of 
annuals at the other areas that were previously landscaped with grant funds, use 
of a lawnmower and operator at the CCHS baseball field due to the fact that the 
schools mower needs repairs and the City’s youth league also plays on this field 
and the good status of the tent revival recently held at the park. 

 
Under new business, Council Member Beale moved to approve the bills 

received since the last meeting in the amount of $6759.65.  Council Member 
Echols seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
It was agreed by all to draft a resolution supporting the consolidation of 

high schools in the county. 
 
Council Member Echols moved to approve the drafting of a resolution 

acknowledging the Clay County Rescue Squad for their service over the last 40 
years.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Item No. 4 was not voted on due to the fact that four (4) members of the 

City Council will be able to be in attendance at the next meeting. 
 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to purchase a new copier for 

the Senior Center.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and 
all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to hire a part-time seasonal 

maintenance employee to begin employ in May and end in September of 2009 at  
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a rate of $8.00 per hour.  Due to this position being seasonal, no benefits will 
apply.  Position will be advertised for one week and application cutoff will be April 
29, 2009.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes 
were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to table a decision on the 

consideration of an engineering contract with Goodwyn, Mills & Cawood at this 
time.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale will get more information concerning the letter for 

the Water Board to run water lines outside of city limits and report back to the 
Council. 

 
Council Member Boddie approved the reassignment of Greg Keef (by his 

request) to the position of part-time police dispatcher and the reassignment of 
Kay Harris to full-time police dispatcher.  Mr. Keef’s pay will decrease to Range 9, 
Step 1 or $8.21 per hour and he will receive no benefits.  Ms. Harris’s pay will 
increase to Range 9, Step 2 or $8.45 per hour and will now receive all full time 
benefits (Blue Cross & Blue Shield insurance and ERS upon reassignment and 
vacation and sick leave upon completion of probation).  This reassignment will 
become effective on May 1, 2009.  This motion was seconded by Council 
Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Under old business, Chief Davis stated that he had spoken with the Mark 

Nelson, the City’s prosecutor and he had been informed that he could not use the 
disorderly conduct for excessive, and that the City would need to write a noise 
ordinance.  Chief Davis stated that he had contacted City Attorney John K. 
Johnson concerning the writing of a noise ordinance and that to be able to 
enforce the ordinance his department would need to purchase a noise meter at 
an approximate costs of $1300.00 - $1900.00. Chief Davis will report back to the 
Council on the matter. 

 
Chief Davis is to draft a list of rules concerning roadblocks on the square. 
 
Mayor Fetner reported that the Clean-Up campaign with the CCHS SGA 

will be held 9-12 on Friday, May 1.  Mayor Fetner stated that there would be thirty 
(30) kids and will work in groups in each district. 

 
December 3, 2009 was set for the annual Christmas Parade with a date of 

December 8, 2009 set as a rain date.  Council Member Boddie and Beale are to 
work with the Fire Chief to get everything organized. 
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A motion was seconded by Council Member Thompson to rescind the 
approval of Resolution No. 03-16-01-2009 approving the application for the 
COPS grant previously approved on March 16, 2009.  The motion was seconded 
by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale moved to approve a Resolution authorizing the 

Mayor and Chief of Police to submit a grant application funded under the 
Assistance to Rural Law Enforcement to Combat Crime and Drugs Program to 
be administered by the U.S. Department of Justice.  This motion was seconded 
by Council Members Boddie and Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Mayor Fetner presented a certificate of appreciation to Randy Gidley 

signed by the Mayor and Police Chief Benny Davis honoring Mr. Gidley for ten 
(10) years of service as a dispatcher with the Ashland Police Department. 

 
There being no further business to discuss, Council Member Echols 

moved to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes 
were unanimous.  
 

 
 

 
 

_______________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
 
 
Attest:___________________________ 


