REGULAR MEETING
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL

MARCH 2, 2009

The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on March 2, 2009 at
5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner
presiding. Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed,
Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale. Also present was City Clerk Charles E.
Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny Davis, Fire Chief
Joel McMath, Code Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, Maintenance
Supervisor Randy Hanners, Lester Robinson, Rickey Smith, Leland Steed,
Senior Center Manager Jolynn Weems, Era Clarke, Larry Weems, James
McDonald, Shirley Dawkins and Ray Stansell of the Clay Times-Journal.

Council Member Gail E. Thompson and Librarian Tina Nolen were absent.

Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Boddie
gave the invocation.

Council Member Steed moved to approve the agenda. This motion was
seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were unanimous.

Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous
planning meeting. Seconded by Council Member Steed and all votes were
unanimous.

Council Member Boddie moved to approve the minutes of the previous
meeting. Seconded by Council Members Beale all votes were unanimous.

Under informational items, Mayor Fetner presented to the Council the
request to help replace some lights in the parking lot of Clay County Hospital.
The Maintenance Department will use the City’s equipment and the Hospital will
furnish all materials. Mayor Fetner stated that he had checked on the legality of
this repair and that it was stated that this was legal. Permission was granted for
this request.

Jolynn Weems, Senior Center Manager along with Era Clarke and Shirley
Dawkins presented the Mayor and Council concerning the Center’s purpose and
the art classes that are being taught for the seniors by Ms. Dawkins.

Under committee reports, Council Members Echols, Steed and Beale did
not report.
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Council Member Boddie stated that the maintenance department was
down to three full time employees and asked that everyone be patient with them
and the completion of their tasks.

City Clerk Foster, Fire Chief McMath and Code Officer Raughton did not
report.

Police Chief Davis stated that he had spoken with Louise Campbell
concerning application for the COPS program that will begin at the end of
February. Under this program cities will be reimbursed for the salary and
benefits of police officers for three years with retention of this position for one
year. Chief Davis asked that the Mayor and Council look at hiring either one or
two officers on this program.

Chief Davis stated that he had signed a contract that will lower the cost of
NCIC access from $700.00 per month to $400.00 per month for a saving of
$300.00 per month.

Chief Davis asked permission to send Officer David Martin to Meridian,
Mississippi for a week long class in “Clandestine Labs”. The school if free, but
the City will be responsible for Officer Martin’s salary and travel. Permission was
granted.

Chief Davis reported that he had spoken with City Attorney John K.
Johnson concerning an agreement by and between the City and the Clay County
E911. Attorney Johnson recommended that the City not sign this agreement
and that he was still researching the matter.

It was discussed by Chief Davis and Fire Chief McMath the many false
rumors that were going around concerning the matter with the City and the E911
office.

Maintenance Supervisor Hanners asked permission to give the
SouthernLinc Radio, used by former employee Billy Ballard, to Rickey Smith.
Permission was granted.

Supervisor Hanners asked that all work orders be given to him in writing.

Mayor Fetner asked that Code Officer Raughton check on a covenant for
the Industrial Park.

Lester Robinson reported that he was still working on locating someone to
inspect the “guns” at the Ashland Headstart building. Mr. Robinson stated that
the sixteen (16) sawtooth oaks purchased with grant monies from the Alabama
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Power Foundation had been planted in the park and seemed to be doing well.
The landscaping grant that was received from the state to landscape areas at
the Welcome Signs, Wynn Building and Fire Station has been expended with a
credit of $1420.00. These funds will have to be used at these same areas or
returned to the state. Mr. Robinson asked that the Council make a decision on
this.

Mr. Robinson along with Rickey Smith attended a turf and soll
management class and learned some ideas to hopefully save some money on
the baseball fields. Mr. Robinson asked permission to send soil samples to
Auburn for analysis. Permission was granted.

Under new business, Council Member Beale moved to approve the bills
received since the last meeting in the amount of $13906.48. Council Member
Echols seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous.

Council Member Beale made a motion to leave the insurance rules with
the City the same and not approve the participation of the City in a cafeteria plan
with Liberty National Insurance. This motion was seconded by Council Member
Echols and all votes were unanimous.

Upon the recommendation of Fire Chief McMath, Council Member Boddie
moved to not approve a resolution authorizing the Fire Chief, City Clerk and
Mayor to file a grant application under the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security Fire Prevention and Safety Program. This motion was seconded by
Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous.

There being no further business, Council Member Echols moved to
adjourn. Motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were
unanimous.

Mayor

Attest:




