
 

 

REGULAR MEETING  
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

 
FEBRUARY 16, 2009 

 
 The Ashland City Council met for a regular meeting on February 16, 2009 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Ashland City Hall Auditorium with Mayor Larry J. Fetner 
presiding.  Council Members present were Zeola D. Echols, Bobbie J. Steed, 
Gail E. Thompson, Rebecca G. Boddie and Mike Beale.  Also present was City 
Clerk Charles E. Foster, Asst. City Clerk Donna J. Bennett, Police Chief Benny 
Davis, Fire Chief Joel McMath, Code Enforcement Officer Terry Raughton, 
Librarian Tina Nolen, Maintenance Supervisor Randy Hanners, Leland Steed, 
Chandler McMath, Tyler Staples, Chuck Freeman and Ray Stansell of the Clay 
Times-Journal. 
 
 Mayor Fetner called the meeting to order and Council Member Thompson 
gave the invocation. 
 
 Council Member Echols moved to approve the agenda. This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Beale and all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting. Seconded by Council Members Boddie all votes were unanimous. 
 
 Under informational items, Chuck Freeman reported to the Mayor and 
Council on the workings of the baseball/softball and football programs.  Mr. 
Freeman also reported on the number of youth that would be participating this 
year.  Fun Day for the program is scheduled for April 4th.  Mr. Freeman 
presented repair requests to the maintenance department. 
 

Angela Hanson and Scottie Fortenberry with Liberty National Insurance 
presented the Mayor and Council with information concerning a cafeteria plan for 
the City of Ashland. It was asked that this be placed on the agenda for the next 
meeting for discussion. 

 
Under Item No. 3, Chief Davis is to get information from City Attorney 

John K. Johnson concerning an ordinance about riding horses in the City of 
Ashland and report back to the council. 

 
Mayor Fetner asked that all residents in the City pick up litter and debris 

around town.  He went on to state that he wanted to plan a “Spring Cleanup Day’ 
in Ashland that would include volunteers from schools, clubs, etc.   Mayor Fetner 
will report back when a date is set. 
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Under committee reports, Council Member Echols, Steed, Thompson, 

Boddie and Beale did not report.  City Clerk Foster and Code Officer Raughton 
did not report. 

 
Police Chief Davis asked that he be given permission to use Joseph 

Stanford as a dispatcher on Tuesday afternoons to help eliminate overtime hours 
on the dispatcher short days.  Mr. Stanford will continue to work with the 
maintenance department the other days of the week.  Permission was granted. 

 
Chief Davis reported that he had spoken with City Clerk Foster concerning 

the previously awarded ADECA Grant for equipment such as computers, 
cameras, etc.  This grant is a reimbursement grant and previously the funds 
were not available to make purchases for reimbursement.  Clerk Foster stated 
that at this time funds were available and the Council granted permission for 
Chief Davis to make the purchases. 

 
Fire Chief McMath reported that his department had received award 

notification from FEMA for funding to purchase, turnouts, helmets, radios and a 
commercial washer. 

 
Fire Chief McMath asked permission to purchase a new camera for his 

department.  Permission was granted.  Purchase will be made from the Fire 
Department Tax Fund. 

 
Maintenance Supervisor Hanners reported that the trees purchased with 

the Alabama Power Foundation Grant had all been planted and that the painting 
and repairs at the library were almost complete. 

 
Librarian Nolen presented the Mayor and Council with a flyer about a 

“Mothers Awareness Program” concerning first aid that will be held at the library. 
 
Council Member Thompson moved to approve the bills received since the 

last meeting in the amount of 9300.78.  Council Members Boddie and Echols 
seconded the motion and all votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Boddie made a motion to purchase a set of tires at the 

government price of $504.72 for the 2007 Chevrolet pickup used by Code 
Enforcement.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Beale and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Beale made a motion to declare the old radio tower at 

City Hall as surplus.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Echols and 
all votes were unanimous. 
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Council Member Boddie made a motion to adopt Ordinance No.  2009-02-

16-01 fixing and establishing speed limits in the City of Ashland, Alabama and its 
police jurisdiction.  This motion was seconded by Council Members Echols and 
Beale and all votes were unanimous.  After all signatures are affixed to the 
ordinance, it will be published. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion to table a decision approving 

a resolution authorizing the Fire Chief, City Clerk and Mayor to file a grant 
application under the U.S. Department of Homeland Security Fire Prevention and 
Safety Program.  This motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all 
votes were unanimous. 

 
Council Member Thompson made a motion approving a resolution 

renewing the Service Agreement with L.P. Campbell Company for a period of 
one year beginning March 1, 2009 in the amount of $8000.00.  This motion was 
seconded by Council Member Echols and all votes were unanimous. 

 
There being no further business, Council Member Echols moved to 

adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Boddie and all votes were 
unanimous. 

 
 
  

_______________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
 
 
Attest:___________________________ 
 


